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Mark of excellence
Telescope celebrates 
100 years in Granville

Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden 
Sr. founded 
Telescope in 
1903 and 
moved the 
business to 
Granville in 
1921.

The Telescope factory is shown under construction 
in 1921. The company then was known as the 
Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co.

Trinity Roberts works on cushions in the sewing 
department in July.

Courtesy of 
Telescope Casual 
Furniture

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

The iconic 
Telescope 
water tower, 
pictured in 
July, was built 
in 1949 at a 
cost of 
$22,350 and 
most recently 
was repainted 
in June.

Patio 
Essentials, a 
Telescope 
retailer, 
shows all the 
comforts of 
home at the 
company’s 
headquarters 
on Church 
Street in 
Granville this 
past summer.  
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Workers assemble folding chairs at Telescope in 
the 1950s.

Don Knotts (left), Andy Griffith and Jim Nabors 
sit in Telescope-made Director Chairs during a 
break from filming in ‘The Andy Griffith Show,’ 
which ran on CBS from 1960 to ’68.

A century. Ten decades. One hundred 
years.

No matter how you phrase it, that’s how 
long Telescope Casual Furniture — a 
family-owned, multimillion-dollar, 
outdoor-patio-furniture company with 
277 employees — has been in business 
in Granville.

Henry Joseph William Vanderminden Sr. founded the company as 
the Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co. in 1903 in New York City and 
moved it to our community in 1921. As you’ll find out in this 
36-page special section, Vanderminden, his descendants and 
their colleagues have helped the company become the largest 
private employer in Granville.

And so much more.

Since its inception, Telescope has introduced, among other 
things, its famous Director Chair, an iconic water tower, and a 
wood heating system for green energy in its American-focused 
factory — all 1 million square feet of it at 82 Church St.

And the future of the venerable company?

“Limitless,” says CEO Kathy Juckett.
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Congratulations 

on 100 years in 
Granville, NY

We appreciate  
your partnership.

From your friends at

Weaving  
Excellence 
With Innovation
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By Jared Stamm
NYVT Media staff

Telescope’s founder, Henry 
Joseph William Vanderminden 
Sr., was born in New York City on 
Dec. 20, 1871. 

He originally was in the real 
estate business, but he decided 
to sell his interest and began his 
folding furniture business in 
New York City in 1903.

According to the company’s 
website, the newly named 
Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co. 
started manufacturing cots and 
camp stools with “telescoping” 
legs that presumably gave the 
new company its name. 
Telescope’s wood furniture and 
cots were sold to retail stores.

Eighteen years after it began, 
the company moved its manu-
facturing facility to Granville.

Vanderminden was a contem-
porary of Henry Ford, who estab-
lished the Ford Motor Co. in 
1903, the same year that 
Vanderminden began manufac-
turing furniture in Manhattan. 
Vanderminden used the same 
mass production techniques 
Ford used.

“Sometimes I hear that they 
were friends and sometimes that 
they were just people in busi-
ness who knew each other. It’s 
hard to really know because 
there’s not a lot of documenta-
tion,” said Kait Warren, market-
ing and advertising manager of 
the now-named Telescope 

Casual Furniture and one of 
Vanderminden’s 
great-great-granddaughters.

Vanderminden married Emilie 
K. Heyde in 1895, and the couple 
had three sons – Henry J.W. Jr., 
Edwin and Alfred – the second 
generation of Vandermindens to 
run the Telescope Folding 
Furniture Co., as it was known at 
the time of Vanderminden Sr.’s 
death on May 18, 1949. His wife 
died in 1945.

According to his obituary – 
published in the Granville 
Sentinel on May 26, 1949 – in 
addition to being the founder 
and chairman of the board of 
directors of Telescope, 
Vanderminden was a member of 
the Granville Lodge No. 55 Free 

and Accepted Masons and of the 
Glens Falls Lodge Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He 
also was an active member and 
generous supporter of the 
Granville Methodist Church.

Vanderminden was an expert 
fisherman, and on one of his 
fishing trips he caught a tarpon 
weighing 109 pounds. He also 
was a generous supporter of the 
Emma Laing Stevens Hospital on 
North Street in Granville.

“I do remember my father 
(Robert D. Vanderminden Sr.) 
talking about him, saying he was 
an inventor type and belonged to 
an ‘inventor of the month’ club,” 
current Telescope CEO Kathy 
Juckett said. “My father remem-
bered seeing his grandfather (the 

company’s founder) testing or 
using various inventions. 

“He told one story of his 
grandfather putting on a one-
piece bathing suit with an inner 
tube built into the middle of it 
and jumping off the dock, only 
to find himself upside down in 
the water with his feet sticking 
up in the air, unable to right 
himself. Needless to say – thank-
fully – he was rescued!”

One of Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Sr.’s grand-
daughters, Diane Vanderminden 
Baker, is 82 and still lives in 
Granville. She recalled that 
“Grandpa wasn’t one to mix and 
mingle. He just kind of did his 
own thing.”

Baker also 
remembered 
that her 
grandfather 
always had a 
boat. 
However, 
“When 
money was 
real tight in 
the begin-
ning, they 
had to sell 
the boat. So 
my father 
(Alfred 

Vanderminden) – who was 
around 16 at the time – and 
grandfather sailed it down the 
Hudson and the Intercoastal 

Waterway and sold it to Henry 
Flagler (a founder of the 
Standard Oil Co.) in Florida.”

According to Baker, “My 
grandfather always wore a 
three-piece suit, even fishing. 
He was a dude for sure.” 

She recalled seeing the 109-
pound tarpon stuffed and hang-
ing on a wall in his office in 
Granville. She also remembered: 
“When I was a little girl, he liked 
to take me for a walk and show 
me off. We lived at 43 East Main 
Street, and we’d walk down Main 
Street a little bit and come back. 
The hardware store had a little 
red wagon out front for sale, and 
I’d say, ‘Grandpa, let’s go buy the 
wagon.’

“Well, I 
meant B-U-Y, 
and he 
understood it 
as B-Y, so we 
walked back 
and forth 
past that 
wagon a lot. 
But he never 
bought it.”

In the 
words of the 
Sentinel’s 
obituary of 
Telescope’s 
founder, he 

was “a booster for his home 
town and always interested in 
the good things that made 
Granville a better village.”

Telescope’s founder: from NYC to Granville

Henry Joseph William Vanderminden Sr., Telescope’s founder, 
left, was a contemporary of Ford Motor Co. founder Henry 
Ford, right. Vanderminden used the same mass production  
techniques Ford used.  

1903: Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co. is founded in New York City by Henry J.W. Vanderminden Sr. The com-
pany’s small manufacturing facility is in midtown Manhattan. 

1905: The company is incorporated. The factory and sales offices are still in New York City.

1910: A sawmill opens in the village of West Pike, Pennsylvania. The wooden parts for cots are produced in 
West Pike and shipped to the plant and offices in New York City. 

1917, 1918: Telescope produces army cots for the war effort during World War I.

1920: Granville Community Association starts asking industries to move to the town. Telescope – which 
wants its sawmill and factory to be in the same place – begins negotiations with the association. The 
Granville Development Company is formed with the intention of selling subscription stock to fund the 
Telescope factory construction, which was planned to be done by the development company.

– Compiled by Erik Pekar, Granville town historian

Photo: Telescope Casual Furniture Photo: Library of Congress

My grandfather 
always wore a 

three-piece suit, 
even fishing. He 
was a dude for

                  sure.
Diane Vanderminden Baker, 82, 

about her grandfather, 
Telescope founder 

Henry J.W. Vanderminden Sr.  

A company 
outing in 
1912

Workers pose in New York City in 1903, the year the 
company was founded.

The village of West Pike, Pennsylvania, housed a sawmill 
for Telescope beginning in 1910.

Photos courtesy 
of Telescope 
Casual Furniture

THE EARLY YEARS: 1903-1920

Editor’s note: The company is thought to 
draw its name from the “telescoping” leg 
design of its cots, but some still believe the 
name comes from the location of the com-
pany’s original sawmill – on Telescope Road 
in the village of West Pike, Pennsylvania. 
David Castano, president of the Potter 
County Historical Society in the state, said 
the “Telescope, Pennsylvania” location men-
tioned in some references about the compa-
ny’s early years was never an officially rec-
ognized place-name in the Commonwealth. 
Instead, he said he believes the name 
referred to Telescope Road.
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By Austin Crosier 
NYVT Media staff 

Kathy Juckett has been the CEO of 
family-owned Telescope Casual Furniture 
for 20 years, and she’s been with the 
company for 42.

Juckett, 64, became the fifth company 
leader in Telescope history in December 
2001, joining President Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Sr., President Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Jr., President Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden III, and CEO Robert 
Dudley Vanderminden Sr.

Robert Dudley Vanderminden Sr., 
Juckett’s father, passed away in 2018. 

Juckett, a fourth-generation family 
member, sat down with NYVT Media for 
an exclusive interview this past summer, 
and she talked about her passion for the 
company, her family and the Granville 
community. 

The following are excerpts from that 
interview, which has been edited for 
brevity: 

Q. In a society where it’s hard to find 
women as CEOs, especially in the 
manufacturing industry, what distin-
guishes you from anyone else, regard-
less of gender or identity? 

A. I grew up in a family with my father, 
who did not even consider gender. It 
was more about performance, who was 
getting the job done and who did the 
people want to follow. For me, there are 
a lot of women in management in my 
organization, not because they are 
women, but because they are capable. 

Q. What drives you to keep your 
family legacy going? 

A. My kids and my grandkids, obvious-

ly. The opportunity to raise my kids here 
has been tremendous. . . . All of the peo-
ple that I work with, I don’t want to let 
them down. Plus, you don’t want to be 
the generation to screw it up. 

Q. Where does your passion to give 
back to the community stem from? 

A. I was raised in my lifetime that you 
do things because they are right – not 
for credit, not for notoriety. You do it 
because it makes you feel good and it’s 
the right thing to do. . . . (Then) you go 
on about your life and do the next thing.  

Q. NYVT Media observed on a tour 
of the Granville factory that your chil-
dren who work at Telescope call you 
by your first name, and not by “Mom.” 
Is that something you like, or is it 

something done to keep things pro-
fessional in the office?

A. It is something they do when I don’t 
answer to “Mom.” I don’t mind either 
way, but it all started when they would 
be trying to get my attention calling me 
“Mom,” and for whatever reason, I didn’t 
respond. Then they would say “Kathy” a 
little bit louder and I would answer. 
That’s the way it goes! 

Q. Growing up working with your 
older relatives and family members 
must have been a unique experience. 
Describe what that was like then, and 
what it’s like to work with your family 
now. 

A. All of the old-timers who were here 
when I came here, the things that I 
learned from all of them out on the 

shop floor, in maintenance and every-
where in the organization, they were 
very important teachers to me in my 
lifetime. We kind of grew together 
through all of my early years here. I had 
some great teachers for both good 
things and bad things during those 
times. I think working with family now is 
different; it’s a lot smoother. There’s a 
whole lot less of the chain-of-command 
stuff that was present in business in 
general during those times. I think the 
people who are here are people who 
have earned their spots, and it’s such a 
big business (277 employees) that we 
have lots of opportunities for people 
and family members to shine in their 
own areas in their own way. 

Q. What’s next for Kathy Juckett and 
Telescope? 

A. Well, where do we begin? Obviously, 
I plan on continuing to be involved in 
the business for the foreseeable future. 
However, I have been working hard to 
have more balance in my life and spend 
more time away from the facility than I 
used to because I think it’s really import-
ant to work on my art, which is my pas-
sion and has kept me sane my whole 
life. I just learned early on that the way I 
could stay in touch with myself was 
through my art. . . . Mostly, I want to give 
my team and my kids an opportunity to 
do their thing because the mark of a 
good leader is to be able to walk away 
from your organization and things carry 
on like you’re there. Whether I’m here or 
I’m not here, things go on the same. 
That’s the kind of organization you real-
ly want to build if you really want to 
make sure it carries on in perpetuity.” 

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Kathy Juckett has been Telescope’s CEO for 20 years. She succeeded her 
father, Robert Dudley Vanderminden Sr. 

CEO Juckett balances work, family, life

PODCAST
Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 

of a conversation with 
CEO Kathy Juckett from 

November.  

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture 

The family tree in 2003, two years after Juckett became CEO. The family has expanded since then. 

nyvtmedia.com/ 
2021/09/27/ 

telescope-juckett-chat/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 

TELESCOPE

 FOR YEARS100

I N  G R A N V I L L E
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kathy Juckett  CEO
Henry J.W. Vanderminden IV  President
Robert Vanderminden Jr.  Senior VP
Bill Vanderminden  Executive VP
Chris Ettori  VP of manufacturing
Robin Dodge  VP of strategic implementation
Greta Pisani  Sales and marketing

The five in Telescope’s history, with their titles:

Henry J.W. Vanderminden Sr. President
Henry J.W. Vanderminden Jr. President
Henry J.W. Vanderminden III President
Robert Dudley Vanderminden Sr. CEO
Kathy Juckett CEO 

Note: Juckett has been CEO since 2001.

COMPANY LEADERS

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

The company’s board of directors in a picture taken last month. Front row, 
from left: Henry J.W. Vanderminden IV, Kathy Juckett, Robert Vanderminden 
Jr. Back row, from left: Chris Ettori, Robin Dodge, Greta Pisani, Bill 
Vanderminden

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Jacob McKittrick
518-307-9693

McKittrick
Building and

Custom Painting

Congratulations Telescope!
Thank you for your business and your 
continued support of our community!
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May 1921: Relocation arrangements 
are completed between Telescope and 
groups representing Granville. Planning 
for the new factory begins. With time 
passing and costs rising, Telescope offi-
cials decide to take matters into their 
own hands by using a company crew to 
begin building the Granville factory in 
August 1921.

Late fall 1921: Construction of the fac-
tory is completed, with the necessary 
equipment moved during this time. 

March 1922: Full production begins in 
Granville, including with a new sawmill. 

1920s: The company’s first “Director 
Chair” is produced, although it was called 
a “folding camp chair,” the “Premier 
Folding Arm Chair” or a “deck chair” at 
the time. The “Director Chair” name 
wouldn’t become official until 1953.

1927: Telescope’s first catalog book is 
published. 

1930: Company name is changed to 
Telescope Folding Furniture Co.

1931: First catalog with a model on the 
cover is published; a model wouldn’t be 
on the cover again until 1961.

1932: New office is built in Granville, 
and the remaining departments in New 
York City – sales and administration – are 
moved to the town to complete the 
company’s relocation. 

1936: Mettowee Lumber is established; 
Telescope begins buying land to source 
its own lumber.

1942-45: Telescope converts to produc-
ing army cots for the war effort during 
World War II.

1948: Company starts to explore build-
ing a water tower for improved fire pro-
tection.

Oct. 7, 1949: Construction of the icon-
ic water tower is completed by the 
Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Co. at a cost 
of $22,350.

1953: The term “Director Chair” is 
coined for the famous Telescope chair 
known as a “folding camp chair,” the 
“Premier Folding Arm Chair” or a “deck 
chair” before that. 

1953: Telescope begins involvement 
with newly formed Granville Little 
League; employee Charlie Richards 
donates some land and is nicknamed 
“Mr. Baseball” for his efforts in advancing 
the league.

1957: Aluminum furniture is intro-
duced.

1959: The Illinois Institute of 
Technology compiles a list of the 100 
best-designed items of modern times; 
No. 46 is the “original canvas deck chair,” 
which Telescope had been making since 
the 1920s and which later became 
known as the “Director Chair.” 

1967: Four-position mini-sun chaise is 
introduced.

1969: Final year that wooden folding 
chairs and cots are produced.

1971: Mettowee Lumber becomes 
Mettowee Lumber and Plastics; in-house 
production of plastic components 
begins.

1975: Granvilla Collection is introduced; 
it is the first group of patio furniture 
known as a “collection.”

1977: The Gardenella Sling collection is 
introduced; it is the first aluminum sling 
collection in the casual furniture industry.

May 21, 1979: Kathy Juckett begins 
working at the company. She would 
become the CEO in 2001. 

1980: Wood heating system is in use by 
the end of the year. The second oil crisis 
of the 1970s occurs around 1979, and the 
factory heating system – which then used 
coal and No. 2 oil – is converted to be 
powered by wood burners, fueled by 
scrap wood from the factory. This system 
is still in use today.

1986: Company changes name from 
Telescope Folding Furniture Co. to 
Telescope Casual Furniture.

1996: Telescopecasual.com is intro-
duced. The domain name remains the 
same.

December 2001: Kathy Juckett is 
named CEO, becoming the fifth company 
leader in Telescope’s history. 

2003: Henry J.W. Vanderminden III 
receives Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Summer and Casual Furniture 
Manufacturers Association.

2011: Robert Dudley Vanderminden Sr. 
receives Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the International Casual Furnishings 
Association. See video at telescopecasual-
news.com/2011/09/04/bob-vandermind-
en-sr-honored/ 

2019: Telescope receives the 
Manufacturer of the Year Award from the 
International Casual Furnishings 
Association.

2021: Telescope celebrates 100 years in 
Granville.

– Compiled by Erik Pekar
Granville town historian

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

Granville Little League festivities in Granville, 1970. Telescope began its  
involvement with Little League in 1953. 

Jared Stamm / NYVT Media

Telescope’s newly renovated parking lot, a project taken on during this  
milestone year.

Congratulations 
Telescope!

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE!

THANK YOU FOR 100 YEARS
IN GRANVILLE!

2027 County Rt 23, Middle Granville, NY • 518-642-2530
866-USASLATE • www.evergreenslate.com

TIMELINE: KEY DATES, 1921-2021
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– “Growing up, the Telescope tower 
was literally the first thing we saw when 
we drove into town. Happy anniversary, 
Telescope: Here’s to another 100 years in 
Granville!” – Jordan Flower, artist

– “I don’t understand the enormity of 
Telescope; I just see its effect in Granville 
and what they do here in the communi-
ty. I try not to take them for granted and 
truly appreciate them.” – Denise 
Davies, corresponding secretary of 
the Granville Area Chamber of 
Commerce

– “Telescope has been the backbone 
to the manufacturing community, pro-
viding jobs and 
opportunities to gen-
erations of people in 
the Granville area. We 
also appreciate all the 
work the 
Vanderminden family 
has done throughout 
the years, including 
massive amounts of 
community support 
to all kinds of entities 
in Granville, from Little League to the 
library to businesses. Whenever asked for 
help, they’ve always come through.” – 
Matt Hicks, Granville town supervisor

– “Congratulations and thanks to 
Telescope for being in Granville as long 
as they have and employing so many 
community members. It’s such a plea-
sure to go on vacation and look down at 
the chair you’re sitting on, whether 
you’re by the pool or on a patio, and see-
ing a little piece of home. Telescope is 
right there with you.” – Paul Labas, 
Granville mayor

– “Our firefighters know how support-
ive Telescope has been to the fire 
department through the years as well as 
to the Granville community. They do so 
much and never ask for a pat on the 
back. We’re grateful for them.” – Scott 
McCullen, North Granville Hose 
Company chief 

– “Telescope has been an outstanding 
partner and neighbor to our school. 
Over the years they 
have been a constant 
supporter of our 
efforts. Most recently, 
Telescope has taken 
an active role in help-
ing to prepare our 
students for a suc-
cessful role in the 
workforce. This part-
nership would not 
have been possible 
without their leadership and expertise. 
We look forward to many years of work-
ing together for the benefit of our stu-
dents and community.” – Thomas D. 
McGurl, Granville Central School 
District superintendent

– “From my childhood, I remember 
Telescope referred to as the Cot Bed 
Company, and it produced cots for sol-
diers during World War II. I’ve always 
appreciated the number of jobs 
Telescope provided to men and women 
from the area. I attended Telescope’s 
50th anniversary party in 1971 with my 
parents, and it was an exciting event. I 
congratulate Telescope now on 100 
years in Granville.” – Debi Craig, past 
president of the Washington County 
Historical Society

– “For over 100 years, Telescope 
Casual Furniture has thrived as a family 
business committed 
to Made in America 
manufacturing; its 
work provides hun-
dreds of high-skill 
jobs in our district 
producing products 
that are in demand 
across the country. 
They are a great 
example of the entre-
preneurial spirit that 
defines the North Country, and I look for-
ward to their continued success.” – U.S. 
Rep. Elise Stefanik, New York’s 21st 
Congressional District, which 
includes Granville

Rathbun’sRathbun’s
MAPLE SUGAR HOUSE
RESTAURANT

BEST OF LUCK
Granville Golden Horde
& Whitehall Railroaders

Open Sat. & Sun. 7 am - 1 pm • Open Year Round
North Granville, NY • 518-642-1799

www.rathbunsmaple.com

maple syrup     homemade breakfast     gift shop

Rathbun’s
MAPLE SUGAR HOUSE
RESTAURANT
CONGRATULATIONS 

TELESCOPE!

www.rathbunsmaple.com

COMMUNITY REACTION

Matt Hicks

Elise Stefanik

Thomas McGurl

Holbrook Adult Home  

Congratulations Telescope!
73 North Street, Granville, New York 12832 
(518) 642-3476 • www.holbrookadulthome.com 

Licensed in the State of New York  

Moore’s Corners, Inc.

www.moorescorners.com

Jct. Rtes. 22 & 149, Granville, NY

Sales & Service

KIOTI
Tractors

FROM ALL OF US

EQUIPMENT • UTILITY

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE!

518-642-1720
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By Danielle Furfaro
For NYVT Media 
 

The family that works together stays 
together. 

Since the beginning, Telescope Casual 
Furniture has been a business run by a 
tight-knit family. Generation after gener-
ation, the descendants of Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Sr. have kept the furni-
ture juggernaut going. And now, each of 
CEO Kathy Juckett’s five children – the 
fifth generation to be involved – works 
for the company. 

The siblings are Kaela Rockenstire, 39; 
Sarah Warren, 38; Greta Pisani, 35; Kait 
Warren, 33; and Maxx Juckett, 22.

They each found their way to the 
company through different paths. Many 
worked for Telescope when they were 
younger, went off and tried other 
careers, and then ended up back in the 
family business.

“I never pushed any of my kids to be 
here,” Kathy said. “It’s their choice. I want 
them all to do what they love.”

Kathy’s oldest child, Kaela, serves as 
the company’s product development 
manager. After high school, she went to 
nursing school for a while but then came 
home. 

“There was always a pull to come 
back here,” Kaela said. “It became clear to 
me that I wasn’t going to be happy any-
where other than here with my family.”

Many of the siblings have fallen into a 
role in the company that matches their 
passions outside of work. Sarah, the sec-
ond oldest, is Telescope’s textile and 
merchandising director and production 
manager. She started working in the 
company’s fabric department when she 
was in high school, a perfect job for the 
family’s resident fashionista. 

“I do the more fun designer stuff,” 
Sarah said. “When I was a teenager, I 
always had to be the best dressed. If I 
was wearing black that day and anyone 
else wore black, I’d make them go back 
and change.”

Her sisters agree.
“Sarah was always the cool, creative 

one,” said Greta, Telescope’s sales and 
marketing specialist. 

Greta headed for New York City after 

college and worked for an advertising 
agency before moving back to Granville. 

“I was a little more reluctant to work 
here, she said. “I wanted to prove to 
myself I could get a job somewhere 
else.”

Kait, who is Telescope’s marketing and 
advertising manager, also worked for the 
company as a teen and then looked for 
greener grass elsewhere, studying edu-
cation before coming back to the fami-
ly business. 

“I was sure I would never work here 
as an adult,” she said. 

Maxx is far younger than his sisters 
and is just getting started in the work 
world. For now, the outdoor enthusiast 
works in maintenance and deliveries. 
He hasn’t decided if he wants to stay at 
the company long term. 

“It’s up in the air at this point,” Maxx 
said. “I’m taking it day by day.”

The siblings all say they work well 
together.

“We don’t have many issues that we 
don’t work through easily together,” 
Kaela said. “We butt heads once in a 
while, but we sit down as a team and 
work it out. It did take some evolving 
for us to get to that point.”

Kathy said she helped her kids cre-
ate strong relationships with each 
other by insisting they work out prob-
lems on their own when they were chil-
dren. 

“Even as small kids, I would have 
them solve it amongst themselves rath-
er than bring it to me,” she said. “They 
weren’t allowed to fight in front of me.”

Not only do they get along at work, 

they frequently hang out outside of 
company headquarters. 

“We are able to work together with-
out getting on top of each other,” Greta 
said. “And we still have dinner together 
all the time.”

Kathy’s children aren’t the only ones 
of their generation who work at 
Telescope. Several of their cousins are 
involved, too.

And of course, the sixth generation 
is coming. The oldest is Sarah’s 19-year-
old son, Brad, who is in college. His 
mom says he hasn’t decided whether 
to join the family business. In total, the 
sisters have 10 children. 

With the way the family works, the 
sisters assume at least some of them 
will come aboard in the future. 

“It’s fun to dream about,” Sarah said. 

79 Quaker Street, Granville, NY 12832  (in the Big Lots Plaza)
Phone: 518-642-FRED (3733)  • Fax: 518-642-3737

Monday-Friday 9:00AM to 6PM • Saturday 9:00AM to 3PM

Easy prescription transfers. Just give us a call! 
We will take care of the rest.

Free Delivery within Village limits!!!
Great service and your satisfaction is our specialty!

Low prices on 

prescriptions &

over-the-counter 

products

CONGRATS
TELESCOPE!

If we don’t have it, we will order it for you!

• Accepts all major insurance plans and all Vermont plans
• Essential oils, vitamins and herbal products

• Immunizations administered by our caring staff
• Fast, Friendly and Individualized service customized to your needs

• Specialized packaging of prescriptions available for customers 
with multiple medications

• Toys, gifts and greeting cards available

« 
« 
« 
« 
«

« 
« 
« 
« 
«

11125 NY Route 22 • Comstock, NY
CALL 518-639-5542
Showroom: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-4PM

Service Dept: Mon-Fri 7AM-5PM, Sat 7AM-12PM

autosaverford.com

Congrats Telescope!

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media 

From left, siblings Greta Pisani, Kait Warren, Maxx Juckett, Kaela Rockenstire and Sarah Warren all work at 
Telescope.

At Telescope, it’s all in the family
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Covers courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

Granville
Small Animal Hospital

Congrats Telescope!
www.granvillesmallanimalhospital.com  

Dr. Jeffrey Meyer, V.M.D. 
Dr. Colby Jones, D.V.M.
Dr. Casey Hagg, D.V.M.

9928 State Route 22, P.O. Box 203
Middle Granville, NY 12849

(518) 642-1283
Offi ce Hours by Appointment

HAPPY
CENTENNIAL!

Jonathan Arnold, Erin 
and the whole team at

Visit our Gallery or Request a Quote:
ArnoldWood.com

888-314-0088

Catalogs by the decade Starting with 1927, covers of one catalog per  
every 10 years, plus the 2021 and 2022 books
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By Jared Stamm
NYVT Media staff

Through the years, Telescope Casual 
Furniture has used multiple avenues to 
advertise its products, from brochures in 
the early years to paper catalogs – the 
first of which is believed to be from 1927 
– to online advertising that allows retail-
ers and consumers to design their own 
furniture using a 3D configurator.

A four-page brochure from August-
September 1921, titled “Tel-o’-Comfort,” 
billed itself as “A Little Folder Issued 
Every Month to Retailers and Dealers 
Interested in the Line of Telescope Cot 
Bed Company, Inc.” 

The brochure extolled the virtues of 
the company’s comfortable cots: “Every 
home should have at least one tele-
scope cot bed to fall back on when 
company stays over-night.”

The brochure also has an illustration 
of a “porch chair” providing “solid com-
fort for the heaviest and widest person.” 
Called the “Grandpa” chair in this bro-
chure, it looks a lot like the company’s 
famous Director Chair, a name coined 
by the company in 1953. 

Telescope’s best seller for years, the 
chair was featured on the covers of mul-
tiple catalogs from the ’50s, including a 
striking maroon and gold silhouette in 
1956.

The cover of the 1927 catalog reads 
“Genuine Telescope Folding Furniture 
Gives Greater Satisfaction for Home, 
Camp and Emergency.” The catalog fea-
tures a range of all-wood furniture, 
including single- and double-sized cots, 
stools, “sand chairs” for use at the beach, 
and folding camp tables. Illustrations 
are black and white – no photographs 
were in the catalog yet – and the intro-
duction notes that the furniture is “man-
ufactured in one of the largest ‘daylight’ 
factories in the World, devoted exclu-
sively to the making of Folding 
Furniture.”

As the times changed, so did the 
company’s approach to its catalogs. In 
1931, Telescope featured its first live 
model on the cover, a graceful woman in 
a one-piece bathing suit and cap reclin-
ing on one of the company’s folding, 
self-adjustable lounge chairs. Live mod-
els didn’t return for another 30 years, 
however, for reasons that can only be 
speculated on, with Telescope likely fol-
lowing the industry standard, CEO Kathy 
Juckett said. But in 1961, the catalog 
cover features a striking underwater 
image of a woman floating above an 
outdoor furniture set that includes four 
patio chairs, a table, an umbrella and a 

lounge chair situated on the bottom of a 
swimming pool.

The image, Juckett said, “is hands 
down my favorite! They are underwater 
in a pool! How creative was that?” (A 
young Juckett herself was featured on 
page 18 of the 1964 catalog waving to 
boaters from a deck on The Island in 
Lake St. Catherine in Wells, Vermont.)

The 1963 catalog cover features a 
young Teresa Greenman-Agnew and her 
brother Michael Greenman, with a 
model mom and dad, next to the Cooley 
Bridge in Pittsford, Vermont. Their father, 
Ellsworth L. “Bud” Greenman, was the 
advertising manager at Telescope for 
“30-some years,” Greenman-Agnew said, 
“so we went to quite a few catalog 
shoots. I was 7 and Mike was 9 for that 

one.”
“On the cover, Mike 

is chowing this hot 
dog, and he wasn’t 
supposed to. They took 
a couple of takes, but 
he was hungry, man, so 
he was eating,” 
Greenman-Agnew, 
now 65 and living in 
Fort Ann, said, laugh-
ing.

Telescope’s catalogs 
featured models on 
the cover and inside 
from 1961 through the 
mid-1980s with pho-
to-shoot locations 
ranging from Jamaica 
to much closer to 
home, including Lake 
Luzerne, Loudonville, 
Saratoga Race Course, 
the Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Jr. 
house in Granville, and 
WRGB-TV studios in 
Schenectady – a per-
fect backdrop for a 
shot of the famous 
Director Chair. 

In recent years, Kait 
Warren and her sister 
Greta Pisani, who do 
sales and marketing for 
the company, have 
headed south for the 
catalog shoot, mostly 
to North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida.

Photo shoots take place in April, 
Warren said.

“We usually find upscale houses that 
have seven or eight different areas inside 
and outside that we can stage,” she said. 
“And because new products may still be 
in the development stage, we’ve had 
some shoots where furniture is held 

together with duct tape. But you’d never 
know from the final photos.”

Telescope’s 2021 and 2022 catalogs 
are a hefty 124 pages each, and with the 
company’s new 3D configurator, custom-
ers and retailers can visit Telescope’s 
website (telescopecasual.com) to design 
a unique combination of frame, color 
and fabric, making millions of furniture 
configurations possible.

Catalogs: the company’s visual history

ON THE WEB: 
For every catalog from 1927 through 2021, 
visit https://www.telescopecasual.com/catalog/archive

A four-page brochure from August-September 1921, Telescope’s first 
year in Granville.

The 1931 catalog features Telescope’s 
first live model on the cover.

The 1961 cover shows a striking 
underwater image that CEO Kathy 
Juckett says is her favorite, ‘hands 
down.’

The 1963 cover includes a young Teresa Greenman-
Agnew and her brother, with a model mom and dad. 
Greenman-Agnew is now 65 and living in Fort Ann. 

A young Kathy Juckett is featured on page 18 of the 
1964 catalog. 
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By Mark Vinciguerra
NYVT Media publisher 

One hundred years ago, 
Granville was a much smaller 
community than it is nowadays, 
with 1,249 fewer citizens resid-
ing here than in 2020, according 
to U.S. Census figures. The pop-
ulation was 4,966 in 1920 and 
6,215 in 2020, the latest year for 
which numbers are available. 

It’s no coincidence that when 
the Vanderminden family built a 
factory in our community in 
1921, Granville and the 
Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co. 
flourished. 

It is entirely fitting that the 
section you are holding or read-
ing online was produced to 
honor Granville’s largest private 
employer, which has been a 
major portion of the fabric of 
this community for a century.

Indeed, Telescope’s history 
parallels Granville’s over the past 
100 years. 

According to the special edi-
tion produced by the Sentinel 
on Sept. 7, 1978 – the 75th anni-
versary of Telescope’s founding 
in 1903 – the recruitment of the 
company to the area can be 
indirectly traced to Sentinel 

Publisher/Editor James L. 
McArthur.

As the slate industry that 
originally caused the town to 
boom was beginning to slow, 
and as citizens were concerned 
about the future of the area 
they called home, McArthur 
wrote: “There are at the present 
time many industries looking 
for locations. Where can better 
locations be found than in 
Granville? … Let a Board of 
Trustees be formed whose duty 

it will be to take this in hand 
and endeavor to secure the 
establishment of good paying 
industries here and thus do 
more for the lasting prosperity 
of the town than in another 
way.” 

From those words, a link can 
be drawn to the establishment 
of a Chamber of Commerce that 
morphed into an offshoot 
known as the Granville 
Community Association. That 
group recruited Henry J.W. 

Vanderminden Sr. and persuad-
ed him to consolidate his small 
furniture business in Granville 
from operations in New York 
City and West Pike, 
Pennsylvania.

The company’s 100 years in 
the community have spawned 
another effort in which 
Telescope and Granville weave 
mutual history and future plan-
ning.

Kathy Juckett, Telescope’s 
CEO, can be described in many 
ways. To me, an ambassador to 
Granville would be near the top 
of the list of terms.

Kathy has made this occa-
sion an opportunity to help 
launch an initiative that will live 
far beyond this year. The forma-
tion of the Granville Community 

Foundation this past summer is 
aimed at ensuring that 
Granville’s vibrancy continues 
for generations to come. 

This new group will award 
grants to community organiza-
tions to help improve the quali-
ty of life in this area.

So in a way, we’ve come full 
circle. Granville’s original 
Community Association found 
Telescope and brought the 
company to town, and for the 
past 100 years, the association 
has helped generations of fami-
lies benefit from high-paying, 
quality work locally. 

Now, Telescope is helping to 
launch the Granville 
Community Foundation, which 
aims to ensure the area’s next 
100 years are just as bright. 

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

A 1978 company outing at the Granville Little League complex 
draws cheers.

Telescope, Granville a dream team from the start

NYVT Media

The Sentinel front page on Sept. 7, 1978, the 75th anniversary 
of Telescope’s founding in 1903.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Here’s to 100 more years!

1100 N. Toledo Blade Blvd | North Port, FL 34288
P: 941.493.5502 | www.kingplastic.com
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BARLOW 
ELECTRIC, INC

Wesley Barlow 
Master Electrician

REASONABLE RATES | FULLY INSURED
46 Gillespie Road, Middle Granville, NY 12849

518-642-3292 
cell: 518-361-0531

Residential & Commercial

CONGRATS TELESCOPE!

Has It All!

Autobody Repairs
Insurance Work

Frame Repair & Detailing
Lifetime Warranty

Used Auto Parts
Online Inventory & Shopping

Quality Used Parts
Free Nationwide Parts 

Locating System
Free Wholesale Delivery

Used Auto Parts

Check us out on &

Mechanical Repairs
Computer Diagnostics
Oil Changes • Brakes 

Air Conditioning
Alignments • Tire Rotation

New &  Used Tire Installation

7311 State Route 22, Granville, NY
7 miles south of Granville on Route 22

518-642-3167  
Fax: (518) 642-3039

24 Hour Towing
24-hour Accident Recovery

We buy junk 
vehicles! Get top 
$$ for wrecked 
& late model 

vehicles!

www.slatevalleyautomotive.com

CONGRATULATIONS TELESCOPE!

To:Telescope Casual Furniture 
Congratulations on an incredible milestone! You are a 

shining example of excellence, both in your products and 
your dedication to our community. 

 
We salute you along with the new 

GRANVILLE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
another milestone organization  

you helped found. 
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To: Telescope Casual Furniture
Congratulations on an incredible milestone! You 
are a shining example of excellence, both in your 
products and your dedication to our community.

We salute you along with the new
GRANVILLE

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
another milestone organization

you helped found.

Granville
Rotary Club
Service Above Self

www.granvillerotaryclub.org

Congrats Telescope!

By Danielle Furfaro
For NYVT Media

When Paul Woodruff Jr. first got hired 
at Telescope Casual Furniture in the fall 
of 1970, he didn’t plan to stay long. The 
then-recent high school graduate just 
wanted some spending money while he 
studied business administration at 
Castleton State College. 

Woodruff ended up loving the job 
more than his studies, and he stayed at 
Telescope. 

Fifty-one years later, he’s still there.
“I decided I like the maintenance field 

better,” said Woodruff, 69, who lives in 
Rutland, Vermont. “And I decided to stay 
close to home.” 

One week after Woodruff started at 
Telescope, Charlie Jones began working 
at Telescope while he considered joining 
the military. He stayed at Telescope while 
doing a stint in the National Guard. 

Now the pair are the two longest-ten-
ured employees at the family-owned 
business.

“I’ve been here longer than the cur-
rent owners,” said Jones, 70, who lives in 
Poultney, Vermont. “I worked with their 
grandfather, who is dead now, and their 
father, who is dead now. The generation 
now running the place (led by CEO 
Kathy Juckett) were kids and worked 
here after school and in the summers.” 

Both men said they stayed so long for 
one simple reason – the bosses treated 

them well.
“This company has always been good 

to me,” Woodruff said.
Jones agreed, saying: “If you need 

something or have problems at home, 
they’re here to help.” 

Jones and Woodruff have spent their 
entire careers in Telescope’s mainte-
nance department. They keep the inner 
workings of the 277-person company 
going by building, repairing and updat-
ing the machines that make the outdoor 
furniture. 

“I do the welding on all of the 
machines,” Jones said. “I built the hang-
ers for the auto-coat machines and build 
and fix the conveyor belts.” 

Woodruff also works on the machine 
and has helped brainstorm some furni-
ture designs.

“I’ve always had the pleasure of work-
ing on new products with the family,” he 
said.

Half a century ago, Woodruff was col-
laborating with the second generation 
of the ownership family. Then he spent 

decades working alongside third-gener-
ation patriarch Robert Vanderminden Sr., 
who passed away in 2018. Now Woodruff 
collaborates with Vanderminden’s chil-
dren and grandchildren. Those kids and 
grandkids are the fourth and the fifth 
family generation running Telescope.

“They are fantastic workers, the kind 
of workers everyone dreams of having,” 
said Juckett, who is Robert 
Vanderminden Sr.’s daughter. “They are 
fun to be around and super dedicated.” 

Juckett added that both men have 
been very influential in company opera-
tions in the past 50 years by creating 
innovative machine designs.

“You can’t put a value on their knowl-
edge and experience,” she said.

Woodruff “retired” from the company 
earlier this year, yet he still keeps coming 
to work, and now he gets to make his 
own part-time schedule via various tasks.

“When they work that long, they have 
the right to decide what they want their 
schedule to look like,” Juckett said.

Jones said he was planning to retire 
at the beginning of 2021 but has kept 
postponing his last day.

“I just didn’t. I’m not sure why. 
Apparently, I just like working,” he said. 
“Maybe I’ll retire next month. Who 
knows?”

For Woodruff, Jones, the job never gets old
The duo has worked at Telescope for 51 years

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Paul Woodruff Jr., right, and Charlie Jones are Telescope’s longest-tenured 
employees, having joined the company in 1970.
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By Erik Pekar
For NYVT Media

Visible for at least a mile in certain direc-
tions, the Telescope Casual Furniture water 
tower is an iconic landmark associated with 
Granville. 

Coming from the north on Route 22, the 
tower – at Telescope’s campus on Church 
Street – comes into view as one drives past 
the Mary J. Tanner School. 

From the west on Route 149, it can be seen 
as one passes Beecher Road. 

And from the 
south on Route 22, it 
can be seen as one 
starts descending 
the last hill before 
Andrews Lane. 

Since the tower 
comes within eye-
sight when one is near Granville, it’s been 
known for years as a sign that one is almost 
“home.”

Telescope CEO Kathy Juckett agreed about 
the iconic tower, saying: “You know you’re 
home when you see it.” 

Charlie Jones, who has worked at Telescope 
for 51 years, said the tower is special.

“You can see it from almost any place in 
town,” he said. “It’s always comforting to see 
familiar things. You can really see it in the win-
tertime, when they put Christmas lights on it.”

The tower, made of steel, is 140 feet tall, 
and its tank can hold 100,000 gallons of 
water. Although it is empty now, the tower 
was built in 1949 after the company had con-
cerns about fire protection.

Before the tower was built, there was only a 
small water main going into Telescope, along 
with a small pond near the lumber drying 
fields. The pond and water main offered little 
protection to the factory in the event of a fire, 
so in 1948 Telescope began looking into a 
water tower to aid in fire protection. On Oct. 7, 
1949, the tower was completed in the parking 

lot by the Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Co. at a 
cost of $22,350, according to Telescope officials.

At the time of its construction, the village 
water line on lower Church Street was low- 
capacity. The lines were replaced with a larger 
water line in the 1960s that went across fields 
near the village incorporation line and back up 
Quaker Street. 

The writing on the tower originally said, “The 
Telescope Folding Furniture Co., Inc.” By the 
1970s, it had been redone to say “Telescope 
Folding Furniture.”

In 1986, the tower was painted again, to 
reflect the new name 
of “Telescope Casual 
Furniture.” This past 
June, the tower was 
repainted. 

Not only does the 
water tower adver-

tise Granville’s leading private industry, it also 
functions as an iconic symbol of Granville itself. 

Town Supervisor Matt Hicks noted that the 
tower is important enough to include in the 
logo at the top of the town’s website, along 
with images of a tractor to represent the agri-
cultural industry and a slate quarry to mark 
the town’s dubbing as the “colored slate capi-
tal of the world.”

“We thought those are the three things 
that best designate Granville,” he said.

Kait Warren, marketing and advertising man-
ager of the family-owned Telescope and one of 
Juckett’s children, said her mother and others 
from the family’s fourth generation actually 
were considering having the empty water 
tower taken down “a few years ago” because of 
the cost associated with upkeep. However, 
Warren said, Juckett and the others received “so 
much backlash from the fifth generation of the 
Telescope family – and we suspect from the 
community, if they knew we were considering 
it” – that the idea was abandoned.

Erik Pekar is the Granville town historian. Tim 
Farkas, an NYVT Media editor, contributed to 
this report. 

A towering presence 
on Church Street

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

An artist’s rendering of the Telescope campus – highlighted by the 140-foot-tall water tower – circa 1955. The tower was built in 1949.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

‘You know you’re home when you see it,’ Telescope CEO Kathy Juckett 
says about the iconic tower.

The tower, as viewed via a drone

VIDEO nyvtmedia.com/2021/09/27/
telescope-tower/
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH, & DINNER
Open 7 Days a week

Sunday - Thursday 6am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday 6am - 10pm

Eat in or Take out
Free Delivery

Prime Rib served on Thursday Nights
70 Quaker St Granville, NY • (518)345-5360

CONGRATULATIONS TELESCOPE!

WE KEEP AMERICA RUNNING

• FARM/INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
• HEAVY DUTY • FOREIGN • DOMESTIC

• HYDRAULIC HOSE ASSEMBLY • PAINT/BODY SHOP

518-692-9617
34 Main St., Greenwich, NY

Monday - Saturday

518-642-9000
37 Quaker St., Granville, NY

Monday - Saturday

CONGRATS TELESCOPE!
Shaw’s Antiques
& Collectibles

30 Main Street, Granville, NY 12832
(518) 744-1497

www.shawsantiquesandcollectibles.com

We do clock 
repairs.

@Shawsantiquesandcollectibles

mikeshaw103@gmail.com

Hours: Fri + Sat 10-5, Sun 10-2

Congratulations Telescope!

By Caton Deuso
NYVT Media staff

Because Telescope has such a large 
facility, and it is located in upstate New 
York, there is a lot of space to heat 
during the cooler months. 

That’s where the environmentally 
friendly Telescope boiler system – as 
well as Bob and Mary Vanderminden – 
come in. 

The couple looks for the best ways 
to heat the facility in an eco-friendly 
way without costing a fortune. They 
also look for the best ways to get boiler 
flames as hot as possible.

Bob, the company’s senior vice presi-
dent – who has worked at Telescope for 
45 years – explained that if there is 
more of an air draft, the fire is hotter. 
Chips of scrap wood are fed to the boil-
ers through a silo via large metal tubes. 

Boilers have been used at Telescope 
since 1980; before that, the plant was 
heated by coal 
and No. 2 oil. 

“It’s very little 
power, and very 
little electric 
power is used,” 
Bob said of the 
current heating system.

With little electrical power utilized, 
this gives back to the planet by cutting 
down on carbon emissions produced 

by Telescope. 
“We generate steam, and the steam 

is piped all through the facility to heat 
all of the factory space,” Bob said.

Because the chip system is some-
what able to regulate itself, some might 
think the job ends there. But the main-
tenance team makes the quality of 

chips a con-
stant priority in 
heating the 1- 
million-square-
foot facility.

Considering 
that on a cold 

day the company can burn 20 tons of 
chips, Bob said, it’s important they are 
of good quality. 

“We try to get a fairly decent quality, 

because if it’s too wet, it doesn’t burn 
all that well, and if there’s too much dirt 
and junk . . . or trash, it’s hard on the 
equipment,” he said.

Mary Vanderminden, who works in 
the maintenance department, said she 
is thankful for all of her experiences at 
Telescope. She is especially grateful she 
has been able to work with her hus-
band for all these years.

“We absolutely love working togeth-
er,” Mary said. “We have an hour com-
mute to work, which is never wasted. It 
provides time to strategize and trou-
bleshoot. As you can imagine, this area 
of the business is constantly growing 
and changing with the times, and we 
love the challenge and the satisfaction 
of growing with it.”

Hot times at Telescope: green energy

Caton Deuso / NYVT Media

Wood chips burn in the boiler at 
Telescope, providing the heat for the 
company’s 1-million-square-foot-facility. 

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Wood scraps go into a pile at Telescope before being moved to the boiler. 

The boiler system in action

VIDEO
nyvtmedia.

com/2021/09/27/tele-
scope-heating/
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With 277 employees, Telescope Casual 
Furniture is the second-largest employer 
in Granville after the Granville Central 
School District. Here’s a summary of the 
11 core departments in the furniture 
company, with number of employees in 
parentheses:

Metal (46): The company’s alumi-
num extrusion warehouse is the start of 
the production process for about half of 
the company’s product line. After being 
sawed, metal is assembled into raw 
frames, the point at which inventory is in 
its simplest form.

Powdercoat (17): Raw metal frames 
are hung on racks and inspected before 
they pass through a wash process, after 
which they are sprayed with one of 10 
different colors of dry powder before 
entering a curing oven that bakes the 
powder into a smooth finish.

Polymer (11): Telescope uses 
marine-grade polymer for tables, chairs 
and other products that make up the 
other half of its furniture line. This poly-
mer is UV-, stain-, scratch-, mildew- and 
fade-resistant. Use of marine-grade poly-
mer in Telescope’s products has 
increased substantially over the past 10 
years. Sheets of polymer are milled and 
drilled on technologically advanced 
machines into tabletops, chair compo-
nents and more; they then are deburred 
before being moved to further assembly.

Wood Assembly (3): At one time, 
wood assembly was Telescope’s largest 
department. The company used to mill 
its chair parts from log to finished prod-
uct on site. Now the company buys 
milled parts and does only final assem-
bly and finish in its factory.

Sewing (40): Rolls of fabric are 

moved from enormous floor-to-ceiling 
racks to cutting tables where fabric for 
orders is cut and then sent along the 
production line, from sewing to stuffing.

Finaling, Plastics and Receiving 
(51): Once all components of a chair are 
ready, they are pulled as needed into 
areas where final assembly is accom-
plished. In addition to chair frames, the 
areas contain walls of blue bins filled 
with metal and plastic parts provided on 
demand for assembling specific orders. 
Once assembled, products are packed 
into boxes produced on a special 
machine that makes any size box need-
ed. Packed boxes are moved to fin-
ished-product warehouses. 

Tables (14): This department is simi-
lar to the finaling area but is about 
one-quarter of the size because of the 
number of tables produced by the com-
pany in comparison to the number of 
chairs. Tables are assembled and packed 
for shipment using a similar process. 

Shipping and Warehouse (8): 
Finished products stored in Telescope’s 
warehouses are deposited in bays that 
are shaped like trailers. All cartons pass 
along what is called the Green Machine 
(so named because of its color) before 
being loaded into tractor-trailers. The 
machine takes a short video clip of each 
carton for quality assurance, and the car-
ton then is loaded for shipping nation-
wide to more than 800 specialty brick-
and-mortar retailers as well as hundreds 
of commercial properties and some 
e-commerce companies.

Maintenance (21): Skilled carpen-
ters, welders, plumbers, electricians and 
fleet mechanics maintain all of the com-
pany’s machines in-house. The company 

builds almost all of its production 
machinery on the premises, and its 
parts room stocks everything one 
could find in a big box or neighbor-
hood hardware store to allow for 
speedy routine maintenance and 
repairs.

Tool and Die (9): Whenever a new 
production tool is needed, Telescope’s 
machinists produce the right machine 
on site in this department.

Office (57): This department 
includes the company’s customer ser-
vice, accounts receivable, logistics, 
information technology, product devel-
opment and management staffs.

– Jared Stamm
NYVT Media staff

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

OFFICERS – Front row, from left: Henry J.W. Vanderminden IV, Kathy Juckett, 
Wilma Vanderminden (dog), Robert Vanderminden Jr. Middle row, from left (all 
seated): Chris Ettori, Robin Dodge, Rick Doyle, Bill Vanderminden. Back row, 
from left: Sarah Warren, Kaela Rockenstire, Greta Pisani, Kait Warren

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

OFFICE STAFF – Front row, from left: Jason Rathbun, Shelley Woodruff, Sally Spring-Williams, Robin Dodge, Kalyn Gould, Carol Scott, Kathy Juckett, Pam Yole, 
Stephanie Loomis, Sara Brown, Sarah Warren, Kait Warren, Susan Parry, Greta Pisani. Middle row, from left: Mary Vanderminden, Wilma Vanderminden (dog), 
Robert Vanderminden Jr., Shawn Pelletier, Andy Sleasman, Michael Zinn, Michelle Tomaselli, Kaela Rockenstire, Lane Mattison, James Lamb, Tyler Guest, Paul 
Garrone, Bruce Rathbun, Dan Petty, Roy Hanser, Bill Vanderminden, Zach Waite, Bob Fearman. Back row, from left: Henry Vanderminden IV, Missy Arbuckle, 
Rick Doyle, Lyndsey Smith, Carter Vanderminden, Chris Ettori, John Barnard, Matt Pisani, Ed Novak, Chris Lavin, Eric Scribner, Mitch Brown, Anthony Cassera, 
Eddie Warren, Josh Gillespie, Jake Warren, James Bly. Not pictured: Bruce Rockenstire, John Lee, Ben Butler, Christina Smith, Kim Pauquette, Duane Dodge

DEPARTMENTS

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

WOOD ASSEMBLY – Front left: 
Kenneth Thompson, James Bly (super-
visor). Not pictured: Mark Cook
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DEPARTMENTS

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

SHIPPING AND WAREHOUSE – Front row, from left: Donald Hufnagel, Lisa Sawyer, Cody Seaver, 
Robert Boudrieau, Alton McCoy, Gary Gove, Brian Wade, John Loomis (supervisor), Scott 
McCullen. Not pictured: Henry Siekiewicz

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

POLYMER – From left: Chad Pliscofsky, Aden Terry, Matt McKeighan (supervisor), Anthony 
Arbuckle, Ed Drew, Charlie Hayes, Hollie LaPoint, David Morey, John Burke, Randy Clark, Mike 
Celik

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

METAL – Front row, from left: Darlene Werkheiser, Kaylee Baker, Vernon Woodard, Derrick Prevost, Rod Prevost, Harry 
Seanor, Sarah Rockenstire, Jacob Mallory, Brittany Dibble, Michael Conklin, Trevor Jones, Tina Haines, Frank Woodruff, Brian 
Horner. Middle row, from left: Candy Hurlburt, Jestyn Baker, Zachary Prevost, Mark Sturevant, Steven Kingsbury, Brayton 
Deyoe, Robert Moffitt, Joe Williams, Dan Hyatt, Justin Taylor, Carl Leddick (supervisor). Back row, from left: Theodore Lilly, 
Michael Kasuba, Robert Vernon, Shawn Mahar, Rob LaPierre, John Harney, Chris Bushee, Virgil McDonald, Kevin Gonyea, 
Chris Parker, Erik Pekar, Pete Becker, Fred Hackett. Not pictured: Keith Donaldson, Jamie Beckwith (supervisor)

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

TOOL AND DIE – Front row, from left: Chris Lavin (supervisor), John Thomas Jr., Brian Hunt, 
Brandon Delong, Roland Steves, Gary Corlew. Not pictured: Josh O’Rourke, Nathan Thomas

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

MAINTENANCE – Front row, from left: Stella Ettori, Brian Morrow, Ryan Mullen, Mike Mullen, Charlie Jones, Mark Juckett, 
Maxx Juckett. Back row, from left: Mike Beecher (supervisor), Matt Mead, Matt Luzer, Bob O’Grady, Robert Rolleston, Jim 
Devino, Chad Monty (supervisor), Sierra Boisclair, Mike McMahon, John Rockenstire. Not pictured: David Chalmers, Tracy 
Cooney, Lee Hewes, Joey Mullen, Donald Parks, Matt Vaughan

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

SEWING – Front row, from left: Brittany Wieszchowski, Debbie Eddy, Laura Burch, Brianna Bennett, Esther Mallory, Keriona 
Davis, Brenda Mead, Garry Drew, Savannah Kelley, Trinity Roberts, Paige Russell, Regina Constantine. Middle row, from left: 
Alethea Everett, Kimberly Jacobston, Kristen Vogel, Faylene Steinmetz, Michelle Mitchell, Tanya Ramey, Laura Tuttle. Back 
row, from left: Ellie Pack (supervisor), Jessica Sharpe, Paul Woodruff, Felipe Quinones, Ken Andrews, Virginia Cook, Kimberly 
Sullivan, Laurie Clark. Not pictured: Katarina Huggins, Melanie O’Grady, Tiffany Rockenstire

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

FINALING AND RECEIVING – Front row, from left: Linda Anderson, Desiree Beebe, Keshia Shaw, Ken 
Baker (supervisor), Kevin Dougherty (supervisor), Carlos Medrano-Garcia (supervisor), John 
Lefebure. Middle row, from left: John Davis, Lance Stevens, Michael Krolman, Matt Clark, Adam 
Somich, Gary Moore, Kelley Jones. Back row, from left: Shealynn Wescott, Candy Gilbo, Henry 
McDonald, RJ Holcomb, Bryan McCamley, Mike Damato, Thomas Roberts, MacKenzie Preece, Nate 
Illsley, Zach Braymer, Steven Jarrell. Not pictured: Liam Center, Jordan Grenier, Danielle Turner

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

TABLES AND PLASTICS – Front row, from left: Timothy Jenkins, Doug Lee, Curtis Granger, Sylvia 
May, John Morey, Andy Williams, Linda Whiting, Jason Barnes, Aaron Fuller. Back row, from left: 
Jason Hart, Joe Devino (supervisor), Theron Erikson, William Buck, Gage Slater, Andrew Vladyka, 
William Secoy. Editor’s note: Finaling, Plastics and Receiving comprise one department, but 
because of work schedules on the day these photos were taken, the plastics employees were 
grouped with the tables department. 

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

NIGHT SHIFT – Front row, from left: Robert Jones, Jeff Bounds, Keanu Ellison, Isabell Winchell, 
Nick Jones, Kristen Prevette. Middle row, from left: Jacob Jones, Chris Lavictorie, Zachary Martel, 
Christopher McCoullough, Bernard Bushwell, Rebeccah Kelley, Diane Harvey, Brianna Ettori. Back 
row, from left: Ryan Figueroa, Todd Mabb, Richard Harris, Lee Devino (supervisor), Chris Tyler, Tim 
Picou, Nick Ostrander, Brian Lavalley. Not pictured: Lezzette Hughes, Carlee McGreevy, Jensie 
Pliego, Joseph Baker 

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

POWDERCOAT – Front row, from left: Andrew Reed, Adam Illsley (supervisor), Thorn Rathbun, John 
Bucco III, Joe Porter, David Ballard, Raime MacNeil, Jessica Dezalia, Janette Bachelder. Back row, 
from left: Scott Reed, Ray Charland, Kris Szentendrei, Mike Picard, Don Watkins. Not pictured: 
Wayne Davis, Jason Mahon, Neal Whiting
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87 Quaker Street, Granville, NY
518-642-8071

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

BEVERAGE WAREHOUSE
THE

LLC

Congratulations
Telescope!

Happy 100th from Marc Ducate and Team!

D&M Steel Corporation
Newark, NJ • (973) 732-4763

“Steel is not forged 
in a comfortable 

place.”
~ Calpernia Addams

(And you make it 
look easy.)

BEST WISHES
FOR THE FUTURE.

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE!

VFW POST 1653
& AUXILIARY

9 NORTH STREET, GRANVILLE, NY • 518-642-1599

CONGRATS
TELESCOPE!

Celebrating

The Liquor Stop

MON - SAT 9AM - 8PM 
SUNDAY Noon - 5PM

87 Quaker Street 
Granville, NY

Next to the Beverage Warehouse

518-642-9262

Years!

~ Fine Wines & Liquors ~

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Telescope’s 277 employees show their enthusiasm at a photo shoot in the company’s factory in Granville this past summer. 

Group salute
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By Jay Mullen
For NYVT Media

Telescope Casual Furniture 
has worked since its creation to 
provide quality products for 
customers, whether it be 
through retail or selling directly 
to businesses such as hotels or 
golf courses.

“About 65 percent of our 
business is through retail distri-
bution,” said Matt Pisani, nation-
al sales manag-
er at Telescope. 
“We also sell 
directly to com-
mercial enti-
ties.” 

Kait Warren, 
Telescope’s 
marketing and 
advertising 
manager, said 
the company 
has about 3,000 
retail and 
designer cus-
tomers, and 800 
of those are 
Telescope’s specialty brick-and-

mortar partners. The company 
also has about 4,000 commer-
cial customers who purchase 
furniture for restaurants and 
hotels. 

In addition, the company uti-
lizes e-commerce outlets such 
as Amazon and Wayfair. 

Telescope has a retailer – 
Patio Essentials – at its head-
quarters at 82 Church St. in 
Granville.

“That also 
works in the 
same manner 
as all of our 
other retailers 
do,” Pisani said. 
“They buy 
Telescope stock 
(products) and 
re-sell to a con-
sumer. They 
have the advan-
tage of buying 
some closeouts 
and things like 
discontinued 
items, but they 

are their own entity.”
Telescope doesn’t sell direct-

ly to consumers from its web-
site.

While the company has its 
roots in New York and sells 
through retailers locally, 
Telescope isn’t shy about get-
ting its product to customers 
throughout the country.

Paine’s Patio on Cape Cod (in 
Pocasset, Massachusetts); 
Stauffers of Kissel Hill in 

Lancaster and Lititz, 
Pennsylvania; American Sale in 
Bridgeview, Illinois; and 
Backyard Expressions in 
Huntington Beach, California, 
are just a few retailers where 
you can find Telescope furniture.

“The West Coast is probably 
our biggest customer,” Pisani 
said. “Anywhere where there is 
warm weather and sun.” 

But the United States isn’t 
the only place where you can 
find Telescope’s furniture. Pisani 
said Canada also has the brand 
via about 20 different retailers, 
from Montreal to Vancouver. 

“We have a very seasoned 
history of selling through 
Canada,” he said.

But for those who are con-
tent with life in upstate New 
York, it isn’t difficult to get your 
hands on Telescope products. 
You can drive to Sports Page Ski 
& Patio in Queensbury or to the 
Albany area to check out Alpin 
Haus plus Islander Pools and 
Spas. 

Drew Higley, owner and 
manager of Sports Page, said it’s 
great having Telescope furniture 
at his business. 

“With the way they’re grow-
ing, next year I’m probably 
going to have almost 85 per-
cent of their line showing, of 
some sort, in the store,” he said. 

Warren said Telescope offers 
an array of products, with list 
prices ranging from $95 to 
$6,500.

Granville and beyond: 
Company has thousands of customers

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Where history and modern times meet: Telescope’s show-
room in Granville, summer of 2021. List prices on the compa-
ny’s products range from $95 to $6,500.

The West Coast 
is probably our 

biggest customer. 
Anywhere where 

there is warm 
weather 

         and sun. 
Matt Pisani, Telescope’s 
national sales manager 

delivery & takeout available • car hop or eat-in available

MacDaddy’s 
45 Quaker Street, Granville, NY 12832

518-642-2445
Sun, Mon & Thurs 4PM-8PM,

Fri & Sat 4PM-9PM, Closed Tues & Wed

PIZZA • WINGS
BURGERS 

QUESADILLAS
SALADS

AND MORE!

FRENCH DIP & PHILLIES!

OVER 30 FLAVORS OF SOFT ICE CREAM!
OVER 20 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM!

thank you telescope 
Casual Furniture 

for making granville great!
Congrats on 100 years!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
TELESCOPE

CASUAL FURNITURE!
What a remarkable feat!

 
Here’s to 100 more!

 
Your Trusted Partner,
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Made in America – and proud of it

By Austin Crosier
NYVT Media staff

One of the greatest sources of pride 
for Telescope Casual Furniture is the 
company’s stance on its products being 
American-sourced and American-made.

To show that pride, according to CEO 
Kathy Juckett, one veteran employee 
asked her within the past five years if he 
could hang an American flag over his 
work station.

Juckett said yes, and there are now 14 
American flags displayed throughout 
the factory in Granville. She said national 
pride is exemplified through the compa-
ny’s employees and the top-quality 
products being assembled, despite the 
higher costs of making them in the 
United States vs. internationally. 

“Everything being sourced domesti-
cally (for Telescope) can put some price 
pressures on us because everyone else is 
going out and buying it cheaper,” 
Juckett said. “At the end of the day, 
sourcing domestically, in this climate, 
and sticking to our values and mission to 
source domestically has helped us … 
(including) with COVID.

“It’s just been a tremendous asset to 
the company to have these already 
formed long-term relationships with 
these domestic suppliers.”

Juckett said companies that left 
American suppliers to buy products 
overseas are coming back now.

“Because they can’t buy them in 
China, they have to go behind us (in 
line),” she said. “That’s a huge advantage 
for us.” 

Telescope’s national sales manager, 
Matt Pisani, commented on the impact 
of the Marshall Plan, which led to the 
modernization of industry in the rebuild-
ing and recovery process of destroyed 
European countries through American 
assistance after World War II.

“I don’t think anyone ever viewed 
how much overseas manufacturing 
would affect domestic living,” Pisani said. 
“We have always taken a lot of pride in 
the vendors we use and where we do 
business. When that change started, we 
said, well, we always like to do things dif-
ferently, and we have great relationships 
with our domestic partners, so we stuck 
with it, and then it became a source of 
pride.”

Pisani said Telescope’s fashionable 
Betsy Ross promotion has provided a 
great marketing tool by embracing iden-
tity. The flexibility in the end-product of 
being a made-to-order company allows 
Telescope to bend in any direction to 
the consumer’s desire.

“Our dealers have the option of two 
sets that are American flag themed, so 
we have two fabrics in our line – one 
called ‘Betsy’ and one called ‘Ross’ – and 
they are Stars and Stripes combined 
together to make the flag,” Pisani said.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Telescope has 14 United States flags in its factory, showing the company’s 
made-in-America pride.
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By Caton Deuso
NYVT Media staff

At Telescope within the past few 
years, Marketing and Advertising 
Manager Kait Warren spearheaded tak-
ing care of feral cats that would hide in 
the factory’s boiler room. 

Many cats would gather due to the 
warmth and shelter. 

“We re-homed over 30 cats that are 
feral. They were kind of sneaking into 
the boiler room out back because it’s 
warm and they can hide out, and there 
were rodents for food,” Warren said. 

She explained the process of round-
ing up the cats and making sure they 
were taken care of before they were 
given new homes in the area. 

“We ended up capturing the cats, and 
we would make sure that they were fed, 
get them an appointment up at the vet, 
and they would do a quick physical on 
them as well as spaying them or neuter-
ing them,” she said. 

As for how the cats were rehomed 
after they were examined by veterinari-
ans, Warren would look to social media 
for local residents who might be inter-
ested in adding a furry friend to their 
family. 

“We would use social media outlets, 
and knowing other people who knew 
what we were doing, to find homes for 
all of these cats,” she said.

“A lot of times, local farm owners 
would take them in (for their barns) 
knowing they were fixed and give them 
a good life.”

Ginger and Loey, both 3 years old, are 
two relatively new “family members” at 
Telescope.

The four-legged friends began their 
journey with the company on Aug. 31, 
2018. They occupy spots outside more 
than one office in the front administra-
tion area at Telescope because they 
have important roles among the office 
staff. 

The two cats were adopted from the 
Rutland County Humane Society after 
Warren helped rehome feral cats in the 
Granville area. 

Warren got Ginger and Loey to help 
with a small rodent issue after the feral 
cats found their fur-ever homes. 

“What happened really quickly as we 
started to hit the next cold season is, we 
started to realize there were rodents in 

the facility that we never saw before,” 
Warren said. 

In a large factory, Telescope officials 
do their best to keep it a clean and safe 
place for people to work. With too many 
maintenance team members treating 
the rodent issue, the officials decided it 
was time to get a couple of cats. 

“I think one was 12 weeks old and 
the other was 16 weeks,” Warren said 
about seeing Ginger and Loey for the 
first time. 

With the addition to the Telescope 
family, a cat-naming contest 
was developed for the 
staff. CEO Kathy 
Juckett wanted 
to name the 
newcomers 
Nix and 
Orkin; 
however, 
the staff 
chose 
Ginger 
and Loey 
in honor of 
Warren’s 
great aunt 
and grand-
mother. 

“They do so much 
for this office,” Warren said. 

Sara Brown, a member of the office 
staff, said the cats can turn a midweek 
drag into a laugh-fest. 

“We can be mid-work, having a busy 
day, and the cats will come running in 
full-speed through our department on a 
tear. We all burst out laughing every 
time. They’re hard not to love,” she said. 

Brown said the cats definitely make 
the office more lively. 

“We will be entering orders and 
answering phone calls, with a cat laying 
across our desk trying to steal cuddles 
or being mischievous and attacking our 
printers as the paper feeds,” she said. 
“We never know what they’ll be up to 
next. But they seem to just know when 
we need a pick-me-up.”

A purr-fect match

Photos by Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Ginger and Loey, both 3 years old, are relatively 
new members of the Telescope ‘family.’ And with 
caution signs such as the one above, the family 
shows they want to keep it that way.

In this building, cats go from feral to ‘family’

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE!

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE!

Sheldon SlateSheldon Slate
from

Products Company, Inc.
Ph. 518-642-1280 
Fax 518-642-9085

Middle Granville, New York 12849

www.sheldonslate.com

• Water Conditioning 
& Filtration

• UV Treatment
• Water Softeners 

• Water Testing
• Arsenic & Uranium 

Removal

• Industrial Leading 
Chemical Free 
Sulfur & Iron 
Removal Systems

WMSWATERLLC@gmail.com
518-361-9832  •  Granville, NY

HARMSCO
ATS

CUNO
MACCLEAN

3M

PENTAIR
STERLING
HALLETT

WMS WATER
Congrats Telescope!
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MARK OF EXCELLENCE

Congratulations on 100 years
in Granville!

From your friends and partners 
of 60 years at the

Granville Lions Club

We raise a glass of  cider to Telescope
for 100 years in Granville! 

EST. 1905 | NEW YORK'S OLDEST U-PICK

Thank you for your dedication to our community and helping it thrive. 

HARD

18 HICKS ROAD | GRANVILLE, NY 12832
HICKSORCHARD.COM | SLYBORO.COM

4 East Main Street 
Granville, NY 12832
VillageYarnShop.com 
518-796-3188
villageyarnshop@
gmail.com
Contact Rebecca at 
518-361-3464
with any questions

Congratulations to Telescope on their
100th Anniversary in Granville, NY.

Thank you for all you do, and have done!
Your commitment to this Community doesn’t go unnoticed!
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Mark of excellence
Telescope celebrates 
100 years in Granville

Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden 
Sr. founded 
Telescope in 
1903 and 
moved the 
business to 
Granville in 
1921.

The Telescope factory is shown under construction 
in 1921. The company then was known as the 
Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co.  

Trinity Roberts works on cushions in the sewing 
department in July.

Courtesy of 
Telescope Casual 
Furniture

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

The iconic 
Telescope 
water tower, 
pictured this 
summer, was 
built in 1949 
at a cost of 
$22,350 and 
most recently 
was repainted 
this past June.

Patio 
Essentials, a 
Telescope 
retailer, 
shows all the 
comforts of 
home at the 
company’s 
headquarters 
on Church 
Street in 
Granville this 
summer.  
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Workers assemble folding chairs at Telescope in 
the 1950s.

Don Knotts (left), Andy Griffith and Jim Nabors 
sit in Telescope-made Director Chairs during a 
break from filming in ‘The Andy Griffith Show,’ 
which ran on CBS from 1960 to ’68.

A century. Ten decades. One hundred 
years.

No matter how you phrase it, that’s how 
long Telescope Casual Furniture — a 
family owned, multimillion-dollar, 
outdoor-patio-furniture company with 
277 employees — has been in business 
in Granville.

Henry Joseph William Vanderminden Sr. founded the company as 
the Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty Co. in 1903 in New York City and 
moved it to our community in 1921. As you’ll find out in this 
36-page special section, Vanderminden, his descendants and 
their colleagues have helped the company become the largest 
private employer in Granville.

And so much more.

Since its inception, Telescope has introduced, among other 
things, its famous Director Chair, an iconic water tower, and a 
wood heating system for green energy in its American-focused 
factory — all 1 million square feet of it at 82 Church St.

And the future of the venerable company?

“Limitless,” says CEO Kathy Juckett.
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Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture
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Route 4, Whitehall, NY 12887
(518) 499-2345 or 800-635-2515

• Carving Ice
• Packaged Ice Blocks
• Cubes
• 20# Bags
• Refrigerated Trailer Rental

Congratulations telesCope!

AT OUR LOCATION SAVE BIG!
$1 FOR A 7 LB BAG
$4 FOR A 20 LB BAG

By Jared Stamm
NYVT Media Staff

Through the years, Telescope Casual 
Furniture has engaged in a campaign of 
what Granville’s Denise Davies calls 
“quiet philanthropy” – from beautifying 
the town with benches, to contributing 
furniture to businesses, to supporting 
Little League.

“Telescope’s philanthropy goes back 
as far as I can remember,” said Davies, 
the corresponding secretary of the 
Granville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Her husband, Jeff, played Little 
League baseball more than 50 years ago 
on teams coached by Telescope employ-
ees on fields maintained by the compa-
ny. Today, “Telescope contributes man 
hours, equipment and financial support 
for Little League,” Davies said. “They 
don’t say anything; it just happens.”

Ron Barrett, who chairs the Granville 
Lions Club’s annual Telescope furniture 
sale, said that when the club was formed 
in 1960, Lions Club member Bob 
Vanderminden Sr. of Telescope came up 
with the idea of selling discontinued 
items or overstock to raise money.

“We’d go to Lake George or Castleton 
Corners and sell the furniture off the 
back of a tractor-trailer,” Barrett said. 

After a few years, the club rented and 
then bought in Granville the building 
next to the post office on Main Street, 
where the sale currently takes place 
from May through Labor Day.

Barrett said that since 1960, more 
than $2 million in proceeds from the 
furniture sale has been donated to 
Granville in the form of scholarships and 
projects such as the Mettowee Valley 
Senior Citizens club and Granville’s food 

pantry.
“Telescope still provides us with mer-

chandise at drastically reduced prices,” 
Barrett said.

More recently in Granville, if you 
enjoy dining outdoors, chances are that 
you will be seated at a Telescope table 
in a Telescope chair shaded by a 
Telescope umbrella, all donated by the 
company, which is headed by CEO Kathy 
Juckett.

Pine Grove Diner owner Lisa Brill said 
that during the coronavirus shutdown 
last year, she decided to open an out-
door seating section. 

“I called Kathy to see if I could pur-
chase some of Telescope’s seconds, but 
Kathy made it quite clear that I wasn’t 
going to pay for it,” Brill said.

For another example of Telescope’s 
reach in the community, check out the 

Granville-themed mural over Shaw’s 
Antiques & Collectables on Main Street. 
The mural was painted by artist Jordan 
Flower in August 2019; it was commis-
sioned by Juckett and showcases a local 
quarry stick, apples from Hicks Orchard, 
the pavilion in Veterans Memorial Park, 

Telescope’s iconic water tower and 
more.

It came about when Juckett saw a 
painting of Granville’s Slate Town 
Brewing Company by Flower posted on 
Facebook by Flower’s wife, Ashleigh.

“Kathy bought it the next day, and she 
donated it to Slate Town,” Flower said. 

A few days later, Juckett reached out 
to Flower with the idea of creating the 
mural on Main Street, and it was painted 
within two weeks.

Finally, after you’ve taken in all of this 
ambiance in Granville, you can rest on a 
bench donated by Telescope along Main 
Street or in Veterans Memorial Park.

“Telescope and Kathy are so 
ingrained in the community, and 
Telescope takes community involve-
ment extremely seriously,” Brill said. 
“There’s probably a lot we don’t know 
about; Kathy and her family do so much 
without even saying.”

Brill paused and continued: “That’s 
when you know it’s genuine; she doesn’t 
look for recognition – she just does it 
because it means so much to her, and it 
means so much to the town.”

Photo by Jared Stamm / NYVT Media

Pine Grove Diner owner Lisa Brill, right, who is pictured with waitress Rachael 
Crosé, decided to open an outdoor seating section last year during the  
coronavirus shutdown. Telescope donated furniture to the diner.

Photo by Jared Stamm / NYVT Media

Artist Jordan Flower stands just a rooftop away from the Granville-themed 
mural he painted at Shaw’s Antiques & Collectables on Main Street in 2019. 
The mural was commissioned by Telescope CEO Kathy Juckett.

‘Quiet philanthropy . . . It just happens’

Five of the largest businesses in Granville, based on employee 
figures supplied by the companies in July (* = approximation):

THE BIG SHOTS

Granville Central School District  322 
Telescope Casual Furniture 277
Slate Valley Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing  130
Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics 114
Granville Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing 100* 

100
YEARS

Congratulations on 100 years 
of manufacturing the finest 

in American Made 
Outdoor furnishings.

We are proud to partner 
with such a 

prestigious and family 
oriented institution.
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By Caton Deuso
NYVT Media staff

Telescope is known for its outdoor 
furniture worldwide, but the company 
has one piece that is used specifically in 
Hollywood. 

The Director Chair. 
The chair has played a key role in the 

development of Telescope Casual 
Furniture and has been used in 
Hollywood on sets of movies and other 
well-known stages.

Bill Vanderminden, Telescope’s execu-
tive vice president, said the chair’s legacy 
began during the 1920s at the company, 
which was known as the Telescope Cot 
Bed & Novelty Co. from its formation in 
1903 until 1930, when it became the 
Telescope Folding Furniture Co.

In the beginning, the Director Chair’s 
design resonated with the rest of the 
company’s style – being foldable and 
transportable. 

“We have been making this type of 
chair pretty much since our inception,” 

Vanderminden said.
Rather than having slip-on covers like 

today’s model, the original chair was held 
together by staples or nails, according to 
Kait Warren, Telescope’s marketing and 
advertising manager.

 The term “Director Chair” was coined 
in 1953, Telescope officials said. Before 

that it was known as the 
“Premier Folding Arm Chair,” 
the “folding camp chair” or a 
“deck chair.” It has been 
made of wood for most of 
its existence.

1955 marked the begin-
ning of new-wave cinema 
across the globe, and the 
style of chair became popu-
lar behind the scenes of 
films. 

“Robert Downey Jr. pur-
chased 600 chairs for his 
cast to give away. He bought 
them himself,” Telescope’s 
president, Henry 
Vanderminden IV, said in ref-
erence to the movie 
“Avengers: Infinity War,” 
which was released in 2018. 

Telescope officials said 
NBC has used the compa-
ny’s Director Chairs regularly 
in the network’s coverage of 
the Olympics. The chair 
even was a part of the set of 
“The Andy Griffith Show,” 

which ran on CBS from 1960 to ’68. 
Warren also noted another TV-show 

location for the iconic chair. 
“I know they’re in a ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ 

cast interview that they did at one point; I 
saw that,” she said.

As for other places the chairs have 
been seen, Henry Vanderminden men-
tioned a video of a behind-
the-scenes look at “Die 
Another Day,” a 2002 James 
Bond film that partially was 
shot on location in Iceland.

“We had a really cool video 
from James Bond of the chair 
sliding across the ice. It is so 
cool,” Henry said. “They were 
filming one of the James Bond 
movies in the Arctic, and the 
wind was blowing, and the 
Director’s Chair just slid by.” 

Henry said about half a mil-
lion Director Chairs were sold 
each year during the peak 
period of the 1950s and 1960s, 
but that figure sits at about 
10,000 today. He said sales 
have declined because the 
company now produces a 
much wider furniture line, and 
because people stopped mak-
ing movies during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Our company just devel-
oped products that were 
more durable for outdoors 

with materials different than wood,” 
Henry said. “Director Chairs are a classic 
old product for us; they are a very small 
part of our business.” 

Henry said, however, that the company 
is seeing a “resurgence in demand” and 
that sales might reach 15,000 in 2022.

Tim Farkas contributed to this report.

Director Chair a key part of company’s legacy

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

An aluminum version of the Director Chair is shown on the set at WRGB-TV studios in Schenectady in 1962. Telescope 
introduced aluminum furniture in 1957.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Company literature on the Director Chair from 
1967 is featured on a wall at Telescope headquar-
ters in Granville.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Director Chairs are displayed in the 
Telescope showroom in Granville in 
July. 

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

Company literature on the ‘deck chair’ in 1953. 
Later in the year, the term ‘Director Chair’ was 
coined. 
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•  PRO SHOP
•  JUNIOR PROGRAM
• BIRTHDAY PARTIES

359 Broadway
Fort Edward, NY
(518) 747-2161 
broadwaylanes.com

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

1142 County Rte 24
Granville, NY
(518) 642-9855
slatevalleylanes.com

CON
GRATULATIONS

TELESCOPE!

CONGRATS TELESCOPE!

DAILY 
SPECIALS!

ON THE ROCKS PUB

518-345-5254 | 22 Main St Granville NY

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

Tues & Wed 5PM-9PM, Thurs-Sat 11AM-close serving lunch

By Jay Mullen
For NYVT Media

The Gardenella chair has 
been a staple at Telescope for 
44 years. But even with that lon-
gevity, the process with any 
piece of furniture always begins 
with information. 

Bill Vanderminden, executive 
vice president and a 
designer at 
Telescope, said the 
company needs to 
make sure it produc-
es the look that cus-
tomers are seeking. 

“You have to be 
out looking for the 
functional types of 
products that they 
need, as well as the 
designs they are 
looking for,” he said. 

Telescope takes part in trade 
shows throughout the year and 
connects with retailers each 
year to go over what the com-
pany should be looking at intro-
ducing. 

“We have a whole design 
group here, about eight of us,” 
Vanderminden said. “We’re get-
ting together regularly to knock 
around ideas and propose 

designs.” 
He said the process of con-

structing a Gardenella chair 
takes about five weeks, and the 
deadline for new designs each 
year is Feb. 1. 

Once a decision has been 
made by designers as to what 
will be in the Gardenella line for 

the upcoming year, 
the next step is to 
start the develop-
ment process.

Vice President of 
Manufacturing Chris 
Ettori said it begins 
with a spreadsheet 
that depicts each 
step.

“We develop that 
spreadsheet,” he 
said. “We have to 
process through and 
create prints and 

new tooling and build the 
material and routings for that 
item.” 

This portion of the job is 
handled by the engineering 
and research and development 
teams. Once those teams have 
signed off on everything, the 
production group takes over.

That team decides when the 

first run of Gardenella chairs will 
be produced. 

“That’s preferably sometime 
in late June of each year 
because we want to introduce 
all of our new products in our 
July and September shows,” 
Ettori said.

Once fall hits and the 
Gardenella has been given the 
green light, Telescope orders 
any aluminum or polymer 
materials needed to create the 
chair. Aluminum will be sent to 
the metal fabrication depart-
ment, while the marine-grade 
polymer will be sent to the 
Computer Numerical Control 
routing department. 

The process in each depart-
ment is different. The aluminum 
will be in the metal fabrication 
department for about a month, 
while the polymer can be put 
through in only a week. But 
Ettori said that 90 percent of 
the time they use a combina-
tion of both materials.

“We’ll process through those 
two departments,” he said. “The 
next step is going to be our 
powdercoat department.” 

It is there where the alumi-
num is scheduled to be colored 

in accordance with what the 
customer has ordered. There are 
10 powdercoat colors to choose 
from: white, ivory, black, desert, 
beachwood, kona, navy, extra 
graphite, gray and the newest 
addition, storm gray. 

There also are three rustic 

colors to select from for the 
polymer: cape gray, boardwalk 
and chestnut. 

Once the chair has been col-
ored and the fabric put in place, 
it is ready to hit the showroom 
floor or be placed on a truck for 
delivery to customers. 

Furniture path starts with what customers want

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

A model poses amid Gardenella chairs in a page from the 
1977 company catalog. The Gardenella collection was intro-
duced that year. 

Bill Vanderminden

4 East Main Street, Granville, NY 12832
(518) 642-9030 • Fax: (518) 642-0615

www.countryhorizonrealty.net

A HUGE SHOUT OUT TO 
TELESCOPE ON ITS

100th ANNIVERSARY
IN GRANVILLE, NY!
Thank you for your family’s 

commitment to this Town and its 
people! Much Gratitude and Best 

Wishes in your next 100 years!

Congratulations
Telescope Casual Furniture
for being the “Fabric” of the
Granville, NY Community

Marc Bergman
Textile supplier to the apparel, 
industrial, military, and home 
furnishing trades
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By Jay Mullen
For NYVT Media

After nearly 100 years of doing 
things a certain way, officials at 
Telescope Casual Furniture decided 
in 2014 that it was time to begin 
streamlining the company’s process-
es.

Enter Honsha and “the Toyota 
Way.”

James Lamb, a trade show coordi-
nator with Telescope who also over-
sees all of the timberlands at 
Mettowee Lumber, a company sub-
sidiary, became a certified “lean” 
practitioner when Telescope started 
working with 
Honsha.

“(Honsha) is a 
consulting firm 
that’s made up of 
ex-Toyota manag-
ers that teaches 
and consults on 
lean manufactur-
ing practices and 
principles,” Lamb 
said. 

Honsha has 
worked with 
Fortune 500 com-
panies as well as 
family-run ones 
such as Telescope. 

Darril Wilburn is a senior partner 
at Honsha, and he went to Telescope 
several times when the company 

was looking to implement a new 
production system seven years ago.

“There was tremendous potential 
for improvement, as it is with most 
places we visit,” Wilburn said. “Kathy 
(Juckett, CEO of Telescope) had the 
one thing that is needed most when 
doing some lean transformation 
work: humility.” 

Wilburn said the Toyota Way 
means different things to different 
people. But he sees it as more of a 
business mentality. 

“Fundamentally, it says that it is 
everyone in the company’s responsi-
bility to remove waste from the work 

process,” Wilburn 
said. 

Everyone in a 
company 
attempting to 
enact the Toyota 
Way needs to be 
trained to identify 
the “Seven 
Wastes,” Wilburn 
said, adding that 
he defines them 
as anything the 
company does 
that the customer 
isn’t willing to pay 
for. 

The goal is to 
eliminate any waste that can be 
associated with transportation, 
inventory, motion, waiting, overpro-

duction, overprocessing and rework.
“Leadership and management 

have the responsibility not just for 
removing waste but for also creating 
systems that allow for smooth pro-
duction schedules and reduced over-
burden,” Wilburn said.

Lamb said the practices Honsha 
brought to the table were very well 
received by everyone at Telescope. 
By the time he had become a certi-
fied practitioner, Telescope senior 
officials already had worked with 
Wilburn and Honsha for almost a 
year.

“Our senior management here 
had already been exposed to a lot of 
the value-stream mapping and the 
ways we can mine data and how we 
can use data to make informed deci-
sions,” Lamb said. 

Becoming acclimated with “lean” 
manufacturing or the Toyota Way 
hasn’t been beneficial only in the 
workplace. Lamb said he takes what 
he has learned and applies it to his 
everyday life.

“When I’m at home on the week-
ends putting dishes away, I’m think-
ing about, you know, ‘Well, what 
dishes do I use most? And are they 
the easiest for me to access and get 
to on a regular basis?’” Lamb said. 
“It’s a really empowering way to 
think and look at life as a whole, not 
just your day-to-day and your work 
life.” 

Telescope puts ‘the Toyota Way’ to work

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Lance Stevens drives a Toyota forklift on the 
Telescope campus. Telescope has adopted ‘the 
Toyota Way,’ which holds that it is ‘everyone in 
the company’s responsibility to remove waste 
from the work process,’ according to consultant 
Darril Wilburn.

Fundamentally, it 
(the Toyota Way)  

says that it is everyone 
in the company’s 
responsibility to 

remove waste from
  the work process.

Darril Wilburn
senior consultant

By Austin Crosier
NYVT Media staff

With Telescope Casual Furniture’s 2022 
fiscal year having begun on Sept. 1, 2021, 
there are some expected top sellers fol-
lowing a highly productive 2021.

After selling over $1 million in beach 
chairs and introducing a new line of 
Adirondack chairs, Telescope officials are 
excited about the company’s 2022 cata-
log, which came out in July. The newest 
edition has 32 collections that were 
described by CEO Kathy Juckett and 
National Sales Manager Matt Pisani as 
“the COVID-19 response line.” 

 “The pandemic made us focus on our 
efficiencies and make sure we can supply 
our consumers with the goods that they 
need right away,” Pisani said. “Sometimes 
a whole new collection, or a brand-new 
design which is new extrusions – some-
thing that’s not currently in the factory – 
takes a lot more time to develop than 
other years.

“Forty or 50 (products) could be an 
add-on to a collection that already exists, 
something that is proven, and we’re just 
making a slight design change. Adding a 

chaise to something that didn’t have it, 
adding a different height back to an 
existing collection.”

The product Juckett and Pisani said 
they are most proud of for 2022 is the 
outdoor dining table that has a hole in 
the center in which to place an outdoor 
heater. The heaters have been common-
place during the cooler months of the 
pandemic at outdoor restaurants in the 
Northeast.

“You now have a source of heat out-
side that can match all of your furniture,” 
Pisani said, explaining that what the com-
pany did is retrofit a 60 BT propane tank 
burner into the umbrella holes in all of its 
tables. “As far as we know, nothing like 
this is on the market.”

“You can take your umbrella out and 
put your heater in,” Juckett said. “All of 
our customers wanted it now, they want-
ed it yesterday, because they realized 
there’s a huge market for that. Things are 
never going back to complete normal; 
there’s going to be a lot more outdoor 
dining for everyone now.”

A wave of solid-surface acrylic coun-
tertops was added to this year’s product 
line based on an increase in trends of 

both indoor and outdoor countertops to 
appear more natural.

“We liken it to a granite countertop or 
a polished concrete that you would see 
indoors,” Pisani said. “Obviously, it’s 
all-weather, and it’s tough to see in the 
picture vs. seeing (it in person), but it’s a 
really heavy top. Natural tabletops are 
such a popular commodity in outdoor 
because frankly, they look very nice. But 
to get a natural top, it’s difficult. A lot of 
them are like a melamine wrap or some-
thing that is not as durable.”

Meanwhile, the “Newport Collection” 
of Adirondack chairs for 2022 is trending 
toward a New England vibe, with cranber-
ry and Hunter green colors now available.

Juckett said Telescope likes to use its 
existing materials as much as possible in 
manufacturing, ultimately carrying over 
85 percent of the company’s product line. 

“We try to run out of our products that 
we’re not carrying over year-to-year,” 
Juckett said. “We don’t look at so much as 
the numbers in our line as the perfor-
mance of the units in the line. If they’re 
holding their own and they’re doing their 
job, they stay. If not, then they get 
replaced.”

New for ’22: ‘COVID-19 response line’

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

‘You can take your umbrella out (of 
your patio table) and put your heater 
in,’ CEO Kathy Juckett says of one of 
Telescope’s new products for 2022.
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By Austin Crosier
NYVT Media staff

With four showrooms across 
the United States, Telescope 
Casual Furniture is able to rein-
force a positive presence in the 
casual-furniture industry.

Located in Chicago, Atlanta, 
Las Vegas and High Point, North 
Carolina, Telescope’s showrooms 
can provide an in-person look at 
its catalog products in the four 
directions of the compass.

“It’s important for us to 
showcase our furniture because 
in an image, whether it be a 
JPEG online or a catalog, it’s 
sometimes hard to tell the dif-
ference between a big-box, low-
er-quality-styled furniture and 
the durable 15-year warranty 
that we put on our stuff,” said 
Matt Pisani, Telescope’s national 
sales manager. “Sitting in it, let-
ting designers try it, letting 
retailers feel the comfort, is criti-
cal to the final sale of the prod-
uct.”

Pisani elaborated about the 
showroom locations and why 
each has a special significance.

“I’ll start with High Point, 
which probably seems like an 
odd location,” he said.

“High Point, North Carolina, is 
the indoor furniture capital of 
the United States. Twice a year, 
High Point . . . brings in about 
100,000 to 150,000 buyers to 
the High Point Furniture Market, 
and the High Point Furniture 
Market has existed literally for-
ever and ever and ever.  . . . 

There’s a lot of crossover 
between retailers that have 
indoor and outdoor furniture, so 
it’s a natural fit that we’re there.” 

Pisani said the “flagship 
showroom” is in Chicago, the 
outdoor furniture capital of the 
world. The showroom has been 
there nearly 40 years and is 
Telescope’s largest at 10,000 
square feet.

Chicago’s showroom manag-
er, Mark Moleski, noted the loca-
tion is inside the Merchandise 
Mart, creating “a destination 

atmosphere.” 
The building was the largest 

in the world when it opened in 
1930.

 “Since we have enough 
space, we’re able to show a 
piece of every product,” Moleski 
said. “This year in particular, the 
demand’s been pretty good.”

In Atlanta, Telescope has a 
1,300-square-foot showroom. 
Company CEO Kathy Juckett 
and Pisani said Chicago’s show-
room will consolidate into the 
showroom in Atlanta in 2023.

Pisani said showroom rental 
fees in Chicago, along with 
Atlanta’s downtown showroom 
location, factored into the deci-
sion to consolidate.

“Atlanta is at a Merchandise 
Mart downtown, The America’s 
Mart, and it has a showcase of 
furniture and accessory ven-
dors,” Pisani said. “There are 
shows there every year for what 
they call gift and accessory fur-
niture. So like lawn and garden, 
indoor furniture, clothes shop-

ping, things like that.” 
In Las Vegas, where Telescope 

has had a showroom for just five 
years, Pisani and Juckett agreed 
that Telescope needed a “West 
Coast presence” to bring in new 
buyers who might not be able 
to travel to the Midwest or East 
Coast.

Juckett joked that her 
employees love heading to the 
Vegas strip.

“For some reason, the guys 
really like to go to the Vegas 
show; I don’t know why,” Juckett 
said, laughing.

Pisani said that, over the next 
two years, Telescope will explore 
new potential showroom loca-
tions, including in Dallas.

“(We were) really interested 
in it, and that was like the 
February before COVID,” he said. 
“For us to get back into a show-
room now with our current 
demand, a new showroom 
would be a huge undertaking 
for us . . . but that would be a 
highly sought-after location.”

Kait Warren / For NYVT Media

At 10,000 square feet, Telescope’s Chicago showroom is the 
company’s largest.

Chicago, 3 other showrooms showcase Telescope’s work
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Manufacturing facilities in U.S.

Telescope “family cats” in the 
main office. Names: Ginger and 
Loey

Company names in history of 
the family-owned Telescope 
(Telescope Cot Bed & Novelty 
Co., Telescope Folding Furniture 
Co., Telescope Casual Furniture); 
also, employees in the wood 
department

Showrooms in U.S.: Atlanta, 
Chicago, Las Vegas, High Point 
(N.C.)

Company leaders (CEOs, presi-
dents) in Telescope’s history

Pictures of younger relatives in 
the office of Marketing and 
Advertising Manager Kait 
Warren

Members of company’s board of 
directors

Employees in the shipping and 
warehouse department

Company logos over the years; 
also, employees in the tool and 
die department

Year in the 1900s in which a 
sawmill opened in West Pike, 
Pennsylvania. The wooden parts 
for Telescope’s cots were pro-
duced there. 

Decades Telescope has been in 
Granville (first decade: 1920-
1929); also, employees in the 
polymer department

Supervisors in the factory

Decades Telescope has been in 
business (first decade: 1900-
1909)

American flags in Granville facil-
ity; also, employees in the tables 
department

Telescope: By the Numbers (100 of them)

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

This bulletin board on the company campus contains 
26 lists of potential fabrics for cushions.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Felipe Quinones staples slings in the sewing  
department, which has 40 employees.
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Years of warranty on most 
Telescope products

Approximate age of Alfred 
Vanderminden when he and his 
father – company founder 
Henry J.W. Vanderminden Sr. – 
sailed their boat down the 
Hudson River and the 
Intercoastal Waterway and sold 
it in Florida to Henry Flagler, a 
founder of the Standard Oil Co.

Employees in the powdercoat 
department

Seat height, in inches, of 
Telescope’s Plymouth Bay Bench 
picnic table

Year in the 2000s that Telescope 
received the Manufacturer of 
the Year Award from the 
International Casual Furnishings 
Association

Years Kathy Juckett has been 
CEO

Employees in the maintenance 
department

Age of Maxx Juckett, a Telescope 
employee and one of five 
Juckett siblings who work at the 
company

Page in the 2022 company cata-
log in which furniture covers are 
pictured

Diameter, in feet, of iconic water 
tower

Approximate number of 
employees in 1921 

Lists of potential fabrics for 
cushions posted on one bulletin 
board on company campus 

Weight, in pounds, of the 
Ashbee Cushion arm chair

Pages in first catalog pictured 
on company website (1927); 
also, new products being intro-
duced in 2022

Page in 2022 company catalog 
on which the Nola MGP table-
and-chair set is featured

Feral cats re-homed by the com-
pany within the past few years

Year in the 1900s in which the 
company’s first catalog with a 
model on the cover is published

Collections in the company’s 
2022 catalog 

Age of Kait Warren, marketing 
and advertising manager and 
one of five Juckett siblings who 
work at the company

Years that Henry Vanderminden 
IV has worked at Telescope; he’s 
the current company president

Age of Greta Pisani, a sales and 
marketing employee and one of 
five Juckett siblings who work 
at the company

25
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Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Mike Picard inspects a tabletop in the powdercoat 
department, which has 17 employees.

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

Jacob Mallory cuts aluminum rods in the metal 
department, which has 46 employees.
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42

43

44

45

46

47
48
49
50

51

52
53
54

55
56
57
58
59
60

61

62
63
64

Products in Telescope’s 2022 
Collection 

Sewing machines in the 
Granville facility

Age of Sarah Warren, textile and 
merchandising director and one 
of five Juckett siblings who 
work at the company

Age of Kaela Rockenstire, a 
product developer and one of 
five Juckett siblings who work 
at the company

Employees in the sewing 
department

Date (4/1, April 1) in 1921, 
Telescope’s first year of opera-
tion in Granville, when Arthur 
“Guitar Boogie” Smith was born. 
The musician would go on to 
host the first nationally syndi-
cated country music show on 
television

Years that now-CEO Kathy 
Juckett has been with the com-
pany 

Address, on East Main Street in 
Granville, where one of compa-
ny founder Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Sr.’s grand-
daughters, Diane, lived as a 
child

Years the Gardenella chair has 
been a staple at Telescope

Years that Robert 
Vanderminden Jr. has worked at 
Telescope; he is the company’s 
current senior vice president

Ranking of Telescope’s original 
canvas deck chair on Illinois 
Institute of Technology’s 1959 
list of the 100 best-designed 
items of modern times; also, 
employees in the metal depart-
ment

Points scored by the NFL leader 
in this category, the Buffalo 
Americans’ Elmer Oliphant, in 
1921, Telescope’s first year in 
Granville

Weight, in pounds, of the Wexler 
Cushion two-seat loveseat

Year in the 1900s in which con-
struction of the company’s 
water tower is completed

Golden anniversary of 
Telescope’s founding was cele-
brated in 1953 

Years that Telescope’s lon-
gest-tenured employees, Paul 
Woodruff Jr. and Charlie Jones, 
have been with the company; 
also, employees in the finaling, 
plastics and receiving depart-
ment

Lollipops in the office of 
Marketing and Advertising 
Manager Kait Warren

Year in 1900s that the term 
“Director Chair” was coined

Page in 2022 company catalog 
on which the Baza Sling collec-
tion is featured. Heaviest furni-
ture piece: 43-pound Contour 
Armless Chaise

1955, first year in which a house 
is featured in the background 
on the cover of a catalog.

Diameter, in inches, of the 
Round Glass Dining Table 

Employees on the Telescope 
office staff

The first of three pages of the 
Gardenella Sling collection in 
the 2001 catalog.

Home runs hit by major-league 
leader Babe Ruth of the New 
York Yankees in 1921, the year 
Telescope moved to Granville

Capacity, in BTUs, in Telescope’s 
propane tank that is part of its 
outdoor dining table/heater for 
2022

Year in 1900s in which company 
catalog features an underwater 
image that CEO Kathy Juckett 
has described as her favorite 
cover

Page in 2022 company catalog 
on which the Tribeca Sling chair 
collection is featured. Heaviest 
chair: 18 pounds

Year in 1900s with catalog cover 
showcasing a family having a 
picnic

Age of Kathy Juckett, 
Telescope’s CEO

Percentage of business done 
through retail distribution

Year in 1900s in which 
Telescope snapped a picture of 
Henry J.W. Vanderminden Jr. 
and his wife, Cecile, visiting the 
Western Merch Mart on a road 
trip

Year in 1900s when the High 
Back Sun Chair is introduced

Page in the 2022 catalog in 
which the company flashes 
back to 1977, the year the 
Gardenella chair was created

68

65
66

67
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82
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84

85
86
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88

89
90
91
92

93

94

95
96
97

98

99
100

Age of Paul Woodruff Jr., 
Telescope’s longest-tenured 
employee

Age of Charlie Jones, 
Telescope’s second-longest-ten-
ured employee

Year in the 1800s in which 
Telescope founder Henry J.W. 
Vanderminden Sr. was born 

Date (7/2, July 2) in 1921, 
Telescope’s first year of opera-
tion in Granville, that President 
Warren G. Harding signed a 
joint congressional resolution 
declaring the official end of 
World War I with Germany, 
Austria and Hungary. 

Year in 1900s when Telescope 
sells parcel of land to Granville 
Central School District follow-
ing the approval of school addi-
tion plans

Width, in inches, of the St. 
Catherine Marine Grade 
Polymer-cushioned 3-foot sofa 
in the 2022 catalog

Acres of property at Telescope 
headquarters

Combined years at Telescope 
between CEO Kathy Juckett 
(42) and President Henry 
Vanderminden IV (34) 

Combined years at Telescope 
between Juckett (42) and 
Executive Vice President Bill 
Vanderminden (35)

Year in 1900s when Telescope 
holds an open house for its 
75th anniversary of existence 

Combined years at Telescope 
between President Henry 
Vanderminden IV (34) and 
Senior Vice President Robert 
Vanderminden Jr. (45).

Page in 2022 company catalog 
that lists features and benefits 
of the iconic Director Chairs. 
“Hardwood frame is kiln-dried, 
shaped, & hand sanded.” 

Number of characters, includ-
ing spaces but not including 
commas, used when typing the 
names of the fourth and fifth 
generation Telescope women 
featured in the annual catalog. 
(Kathy Juckett Greta Pisani 
Kaela Rockenstire Sarah Warren 
Kait Warren Carol Scott)

Address, on Church Street, of 
Telescope headquarters in 
Granville

Final page, of four total, that 
Director Chairs are featured in 
the 2022 company catalog 

Date (8/4, Aug. 4) in 1971, 
Telescope’s 50th year of operat-
ing in Granville, when NASCAR 
Hall of Famer Jeff Gordon was 
born

Percentage of commer-
cial-grade products used

Year in the 1900s in which com-
pany changes its name from 
Telescope Folding Furniture Co. 
to the current Telescope Casual 
Furniture

Combined years at Telescope 
between CEO Kathy Juckett 
(42) and Senior Vice President 
Robert Vanderminden Jr. (45)

Number of reactions and com-
ments to a Jan. 12 Telescope 
Casual Furniture Facebook post 
sharing the 1953 catalog cover, 
Telescope’s 50th year in exis-
tence

Year in 1900s where the 
Antigua Sling collection is 
introduced

Catalogs available to be viewed 
on Telescope’s website

Weight, in pounds, of the 
42-inch MGP Top Fire Table

Pages in 1999 catalog

Year in 1900s when the folding 
rocker and wooden chaise deck 
chair are reintroduced, along 
with the introduction of the 
Koala Groove Sling Wooden 
Chair

First page, of four, in 2022 cata-
log introducing the Fire Table 
collections (Aluminum Slat Top, 
Marine Grade Polymer Top, 
Rustic Polymer Top and Origins 
Top)

Lowest list price, in dollars, of a 
Telescope product

Year in 1900s when a plate of 
ripe strawberries was featured 
on a catalog cover

Date (9/7, Sept. 7) in 1921, 
Telescope’s first year of opera-
tion in Granville, of the first Miss 
America Pageant, held in 
Atlantic City

Page in 2022 company catalog 
on which Glass & Obscure 
Acrylic Tables line is featured. 
Number of colors available: 10

Reactions and shares to a 
March 19 Telescope Casual 
Furniture Facebook post high-
lighting the company’s furni-
ture at Kartrite Resort and 
Indoor Waterpark in Monticello

Years based in Granville

– Compiled by Tim Farkas, an NYVT editor, 
and Austin Crosier, NYVT reporter

Courtesy of Telescope Casual Furniture

Henry J.W. Vanderminden Jr. and his wife, Cecile, 
visit the Western Merch Mart on a road trip in 
1966.
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By Danielle Furfaro
For NYVT Media

 

Telescope Casual Furniture is an inno-
vator in the outdoor furniture industry. 
And now, those innovations have the 
company poised to keep growing long 
into the future.

While so many other businesses have 
struggled during the pandemic, 
Telescope has grown and thrived.

“The pandemic has given us a lot 
more opportunities related to the 
health-care industry and to look at other 
markets we hadn’t looked at in the past,” 
said Telescope CEO Kathy Juckett, who is 
the fourth generation of her family to 
lead the furniture manufacturer.

The company – which has operated in 
Granville for a hundred years and overall 
for 118 – developed creative solutions 
for a customer base that is spending 
more and more time outside, she said. 
Those new products, such as heaters 
that fit in tables’ umbrella holes and 
extra-sturdy furniture for the disabled, 
will keep Telescope competitive for years 
to come, Juckett said.

“Outdoor dining is here to stay for a 
long time,” she said. “So having a heating 
element that can stand in place of the 
umbrella is important.”

Telescope brainstorm sessions also 
led to ultra-sturdy outdoor furniture 
made especially for nursing homes.

“We wanted to have something that 
an elderly person can pull themselves up 
on to stand that will remain stable,” she 
said.

Since its beginning, Telescope has 
stuck to its “Made in America” principles, 
and that is helping the company get 
through the pandemic and will help 
them in the future, Juckett said.

“Sourcing materials in the United 
States has had its ups and downs for us 
and at times has made us less competi-
tive,” she said. “But now it’s helpful to our 
business. We’re at the front of the line at 
our suppliers because we never left 
them.”

Because Telescope is the largest pri-
vate employer in both the village and 
the town of Granville, residents count on 
the company to stay healthy and keep 
contributing to the local economy, 

Granville Mayor Paul Labas said.
“I am forever grateful for what the 

company and the family that operates it 
has done for our community and the 
wealth of jobs that it has provided,” 
Labas said. “I hope and wish them 
another successful (century) of business, 
supplying the world with the best seats 
that money can buy and keeping it 
made in America.”

Experts say Telescope has primed 
itself to continue being a major player in 
the furniture industry for a long time.

“They are a model example of a family- 
operated business that is tapping all of 
its generations,” said Jackie Hirschhaut, 
executive director of the International 
Casual Furnishings Association. “I can’t 
imagine it being anything but a 
well-rounded and well-run operation for 
the rest of time.”

As for the future of Telescope leader-

ship, Juckett, 64, is tight-lipped. She 
points out that both her grandfather 
and father worked until their 90s – and 
then each passed away within days of 
retirement. 

Juckett doesn’t know if she wants to 
remain in charge until that late in life 
but says she has no plans to step down 
any time soon. Still, she’s spending less 
time in the office these days, taking time 

off to camp, work on her art and hang 
out with her grandchildren. She can do 
that, she says, because the company has 
a talented crew, including her five chil-
dren.

“I have confidence that the company 
will be fine when I’m not here,” she said. 
“There are so many incredibly compe-
tent and capable people in this organi-
zation.”

Jeff Foley / For NYVT Media

CEO Kathy Juckett says the pandemic has given Telescope ‘a lot more opportunities related to the health-care indus-
try and to look at other markets we hadn’t looked at in the past.’

Outdoor dining, leadership define the future 

Route 4, Whitehall NY • 518-499-0213

YOUR FULL SERVICE BUILDING & HARDWARE STORE
“Building our communities, one project at a time.”

www.macleodslumber.com
DELIVERY ALWAYS AVAILABLE

CONGRATULATIONS 
TELESCOPE!

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-5:30PM, SATURDAY 8AM-2PM

CONGRATULATIONS
TELESCOPE

71 Quaker St., Granville, NY • 518-642-1234
www.nyvtmedia.com
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Logos through the years

Before 1921

1920s-51

Primarily 1951-84. This logo is trademarked and still is used occa-
sionally today.

1985-94

1994-2007

100 years in business

2008-17

2018-present

There have been nine logos since the company was founded in 1903. As for 
his favorite, Bill Vanderminden, Telescope’s executive vice president, said: “If I 
had to choose just one, I’d choose the logo from the 1920s to 1950s, as its 
design was best suited for the time. The logo told a story; it shared who we 
were at that time. However, we really held on to that logo longer than we prob-
ably should have, as logos need to evolve with your business. Our current logo 
is perfectly suited for who we are today.” 

1951-84
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP.

Learn More

Congratulations Telescope 
on 100 years in Granville, NY!
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With age comes wisdom. 
It’s been our honor to grow with you over the past century.  
Congratulations on 100 Years in the Outdoor Furnishings industry. 

It’s been a privilege to call Telescope a lifelong partner.  
 
Cheers to many more years of casual patio pizazz!

Home of the original all-weather fabric, Textilene® 

Incredibly UV stable, flame resistant, easy to clean, 
and engineered with antimicrobial agents.

www.twitchellcorp.com

info@twitchellcorp.com

800-633-7550

4031 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, AL 36303

Made in the USA. 

MADE IN USA




